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Important Dates
Tuesday 28th Feb: Year 3
Castle Museum Trip
Thursday 1st March:World
Book Day % Book Swap
Monday 5th March: Readathon
starts
Monday 5th Feb: Reading with
Junior Aged Children, a
meeting for parents 2.00 -
3.00pm and 6.30 - 7.30pm
Monday 19th March: Open
evening for classes 3B, 45E, 45C
and 6AM
Wednesday 21st March: Open
evening for classes 3M, 45L and
6H
Monday 26th March:
Shakespeare project
performance
Friday 30th March: Last day of
Spring term

Polling Closure
I have been informed by
Rushcliffe Borough Council that
our school building will be
required as a Polling station on
Thursday 15th November for
the elections of the new post of
Police and Crime
Commissioner for Notts.
The Governors and I are not
happy with the continued use
of our school as a polling
station, particualalry as we
understood that an alternative
has been found. However, we
have no choice but to comply
with the Borough Council's
request. To minimise the
impact, this day will also be one
of next year's INSET days, a full
list of these will appear in the
next newsletter.

We thought it would be
worthwhile to reiterate the
main points that we covered in
school during the recent
Internet Safety week.
The children were shown a
video looking at the possible
dangers regarding their use of
the internet, particularly using
sites that enable other users to
contact them or see their private
information. They followed this
up with work in class.
The rules we discussed are
summarised in a poster that
uses the acronym S.M.A.R.T.:

S
Be Safe.
Keep your personal information
safe and secret. Think carefully
before you share a photo of
yourself or your friends.

M
Don'tMeet UP
Never arrange to meet an
online friend because it can be
dangerous. No matter who well
you think you know people on
line, they might be pretending.

A
Accepting Emails can be
Dangerous
If you receive junk mail (called
spam) or messages which make
you feel uncomfortable, tell an
adult that you trust and delete
them. Don't reply to them!!

R
Reliable?
The internet is full of friendly
people and amazing
information, However,
sometimes people might say or
write things which are untrue,
so you should always think
carefully before trusting what
you see or hear.

T
Tell Someone!
Most of the time
that you are
online you will
have lots of fun.
However, if you
see something
that makes you
feel uncomfortable or worried,
make sure that you tell and
show an adult you trust.

Other important ways in which
you can help keep children safe
are to try and:

- Keep the computer in the
family room which means you
can keep more control of what
they do.

- Install parental control
software if you have not
already got some.

- Have a look at the resources
that are available for parents at
www.thinkyouknow.co.uk

It would be very useful if you
could follow up work in school
by talking through the 'SMART'
rules with your children.

Digital Safety
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Investors in Pupils
A major project for this year is
working towards the Investors
In Pupils award. The School
Council have been very busy
with all sorts of activities. They
worked together with Mrs
Melhuish to provide you with
the following to give you some
more information about this
project:
What is it?
Investors in pupils is an
accreditation we are working
towards. To achieve it we have
to show that we are giving
pupils the chance to be
involved in new
initiatives at school. We
have to show that
children are given the
opportunity to take on
more responsibility.
Let us tell you about
some of the things we
have done to help us
achieve Investors In
Pupils.
Extra Responsibility
Investors in Pupils encourages
a school to create opportunities
for children to take on extra
responsibility. There have
always been things that
children at Robert Miles could
get involved in but IIP has
made us think a bit more about
this and create further
opportunities. Here are a
selection of them:

Games Leaders
Some children had said that
playtimes were sometimes a bit
lonely and a bit unstructured.
We have introduced Games
Leaders who were trained
when they were at the end of
Year 5. As Year 6s they work on
a rota system and each
lunchtime there are games
sessions planned on the

playground and on the field.
Children who want to learn
new games or make new
friends can take part.
Reading Buddies
Our school has a focus on
reading at the moment and
putting things in place to help
more children get switched
onto reading and enjoying
reading. We have set up two
lunchtime reading clubs where
Year 3 read to Year 5 Reading
Buddies and Year 4 read to
Year 6 Reading Buddies.

Interviews
Investors In Pupils has also
encouraged us to re-think the
way children are selected to
take on extra responsibility.
They now attend a meeting to
find out more about the job and
then, if they are interested, they
submit an application form.
They may then be invited for
interview and the successful
applicants are selected. This
change in the selection process
has resulted in children taking
their jobs more seriously and
carrying them out with greater
enthusiasm.
Personal Targets
Investors in pupils has
encouraged all the school to set
themselves a personal target.
We decided to link these with
our school values witch are
Responsibilities, Equality,

Achievement, Consideration
and Honesty. The children are
encouraged to review them
regularly with their teacher.
Once we have achieved a target
we then decide upon a new
one.
It is a really good idea and the
children all seem very positive
about personal targets. It gives
us more responsibility over our
learning and progress.
Guide to Robert Miles
Some of you may have seen

this book in our
reception area.
Investors In Pupils
encouraged us to look
at our induction
process. We felt that
more information was
needed for new
children coming to our
school. So our School
Council last year put
together this brilliant
book that tells children

all they need to know about our
school. It was written by the
children, for the children. All
our current Year 3s loved
looking at this during the
summer holidays last year.
School Budget
Investors in Pupils suggests
that children should
understand a little about how a
school is run and where the
money comes from to run it.
The children have listened
eagerly to an assembly that
gave them an insight into this.
They were quite shocked at just
how much money is needed to
run a school!
In the Summer Term each class
will have a class budget to
spend, as a reward for
achieving personal targets. The
classes have already had some
discussions to try to decide how
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to spend it. A difficult decision.
Pupil Voice
We want children at Robert
Miles to feel that they are
involved in making some
decision that affect the school.
Last year we had a whole
school vote to find out which
play equipment the children
wanted us to buy with profits
made from the School Council
Stationery Shop.
We also ran an online survey
which every pupil completed to
get the children’s ideas as to
how we can make reading more
enjoyable at our school. Many
of the ideas suggested have
already been put in place.
Roles of Adults in
School
Our work towards Investors in
Pupils has made us think about
how much children know and
understand about the jobs that
different people do in our
school.
Our Year 6 children are going
to carry out a project in the
Summer Term to find out more
about what different adults do
at our school. They are hoping
to carry out interviews with

some of the adults and promise
not to ask questions that are too
difficult to answer!
Once they have finished the
project they will then decide
upon a way to let everyone else
in the school know what they
have found out.
We want children in school to
understand the responsibilities
that adults have in school, as
well as understanding the
responsibilities they have
themselves.
School Council REACH
Award
The School Council chose a
trophy which has stars coming
out of the top. Each week we
pay attention to the pupils in
our class and try to notice when
they do something brilliant
towards meeting their REACH
personal target.
At our weekly School Council
meeting we all have to say
which person we want to
nominate from the seven
classes. Then, with Mrs
Melhuish’s guidance, we decide
upon a winner. The trophy is
presented during our Honours
assembly.

An external assessor will be
visiting the school in the
Summer term to talk to the
children and see how we have
gone about implementing the
Investors In Pupils ideas. If they
think we have, we will be
accredited!

Harry in Year 6 is proud to be the
recipient of last week's REACH
Award.

Open Evenings
A letter will go out next week with further
information about this term's open evenings.
Please take this opportunity to come into school,
look at the wonderful work your child(ren) have
done and talk to your child's class teacher. We
are aiming for 100% open evening appointments
for this term. If you are not available on the
dates we have set aside you can always make
alternative arrangements to meet the class
teacher.

PLEASE NOTE Mrs Broster and Mrs Melhuish
have had to swap their open evening dates.
Class 3B will now be on Monday 19th March and
class 3M will move to the Weds 21st March.

BHTA
We are pleased to let parents/carers know that
we will be working with the Bingham Heritage
Trail Association in the summer term as they
attempt to make over 60 archeological digs
across Bingham. There will be three digs on our
school grounds, each 1m by 1m. Any finds will
be identified to give the BHTA a picture of the
archaeological past of Bingham. Children and
parents will be asked to help out digging down -
who knows what we will find.

We know some of the long history of our school
grounds and this will enable the children to find
out even more. More details about this exciting
project will follow closer the time.

News and Information
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Royal Shakespeare Company Project
This year our school is part of the Royal
Shakespeare Company's national flagship
education programme called the Learning and
Performing Network.
We are working alongside a cluster of local
schools with members of the RSC. This has
involved our teachers in years 4 and 5 having
drama and creative training, concentrating on
practical approaches to the teaching and learning
of Shakespeare in
the primary and
classroom.

All the children in
years 4 and 5 will
be working on the
play Othello this
term, and
hopefully the work
with the network
will show how we
can bring
Shakespeare to life
for primary
children. As part of
the Network we
will be taking part
in a regional
performance of
Othello, each school in our cluster producing one
part of the play.

We could only select a small of group of children
to represent our school at the regional
performance and we can't wait to see their
finished play!

One of the schools out of our cluster will be
lucky enough to be selected by the RSC to
perform at a national event actually onstage at
the Royal Shakespeare Company's theatre in
Stratford-upon-Avon.

Our own Shakespeare Company rehearsing for the
Regional Performance in March

Year of Reading Updates
Readathon
All children should have
received a sponsorship form for
our Readathon, starting on
March 5th. Hopefully this will
be a great opportunity for
children to read a lot of different
books and encourage the habit
of reading. At the same time the
sponsorship will be helping
raise money every penny of
which will be spent on new
books for our library. Thank
you in advance for supporting
this.

World Book Day
As well as receiving a £1 book
voucher on World Book Day on
Thursday 1st March we will be
holding a mass book swap. We
would love it if every child
could bring in a book in good
condition that they would be
willing to swap for another one.
They will then have a new book
ready for the Readathon!
Reading Meetings
Don't forget the Helping Your
Child with Reading meetings

that are taking place the week
after next. A separate letter will
be coming home with full
details and a reply slip.

Should you, or anyone known to you, need this newsletter in any other format, please do not hesitate to ask in the school office.


