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On behalf of all at Robert Miles
Junior School, I would like to
wish parents, carers and
children a happy new year for
2012.

Our big curriculum focus for
2012 is going to be reading.
After two years where we
have focussed on maths, it is
time once again to have a big
push on reading. We have
lots of ideas for the year
ahead to help us achieve our
aims, which are:
- to increase the progress
children make in reading
- to increase children's
enjoyment of reading
- to provide new
opportunities for children to
read
- to help parents support
children's reading at a junior
school level
- to find new ways of
supporting children whose
reading needs a boost
- to refresh our stock of fiction
books in the library
We will bring you more details
of different events and
initiatives as the year
progresses. We have the
following planned for this term:

Parents Meeting
On Monday 5th March we will
be running a parents meeting
titled 'Reading with Junior
Aged Children'. The meeting
will be designed to give you
both information about how we

teach reading at the juniors and
how best to support your child
as they become more fluent
readers. There will also be a
chance to discuss any issues
regarding problems with
reading. Further details will
follow separately.

School Council Initiatives
The School Council will be
organising a variety of
opportunities to raise the
profile of reading:

Readathon
Firstly they will be running a
Readathon, beginning in
March. This will be a sponsored
reading event with all the
proceeds going to purchase
new fiction books for our
library. These new books will
be chosen by the children
themselves. We will take a
group to Waterstones and let
them loose!

Book Swap
The School Council will also be

running a regular Book Swap
where children can bring in
books they have read from
home and swap them with
other children to give
themselves something new to
read. Further details soon!

Switch on Reading
If you are interested in
volunteering to help individual
readers in school, or you
already do so and want to
increase your knowledge and
skills, we can offer training in
supporting learners called
Switch on Reading. This
requires 2 afternoons training
(2nd and 9th of Feb, 1pm -
3pm). The training will develop
your skills hearing children
read. If you would like to come
along and receive this free
training please see Mrs Breeze
or enquire at the school office.

Parents Book Swap
Why limit the fun to the
children? We have a fair few
paperbacks in school that the
staff have bought in that we dip
into and add to. We thought it
would be nice to extend this to
parents/carers. Therefore on
the first Wednesday of every
month from 9.00 - 10.00am we
will be holding a Book Swap for
parents/carers. All are welcome
to come into school, bring a
book or two, take a book or two
and have a cup of coffee and
possibly a biscuit! The first of
these takes place on
Wednesday 1st Feb.

2012 - The Year of Reading at RMJS
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Spring Term Information
Important Dates

Wednesday 18th Jan: Yr 3
Fitness Festival at Toot Hill
1.30pm - 3.00pm

Friday 20th Jan: School Nurse
drop in. 9.00 - 10.00am

Tuesday 24th Jan: Yr 5/6
Athletics competition at South
Notts Academy. Good luck to
the Athletics team!

Wednesday 1st Feb: Parents
Book Swap 9.00am - 10.00am.

Thursday 2nd Feb: Switch on
Reading training 1.00 - 3.00pm

Monday 6th Feb: Digital
Safety/Safer Internet meeting
2.00 - 3.00pm

Tuesday 7th Feb: National
Safer Internet Day

Thursday 9th Feb: Switch on
Reading training 1.00 - 3.00pm

Friday 10th Feb: Last day of
half term

Monday 13th - Friday 17th Feb:
Half term holiday

Monday 20th Feb: First day of
half term

Monday 20th Feb - Friday 24th
Feb: Disability Awareness
Week

Tuesday 28th Feb: Year 3
Castle Museum Trip

Monday 5th March: Readathon
starts

Monday 5th Feb: Reading with
Junior Aged Children, a
meeting for parents 2.00 -
3.00pm and 6.30 - 7.30pm

Monday 19th March: Open
evening for classes 3M, 45E,
45C and 6AM

Wednesday 21st March: Open
evening for classes 3B, 45L and
6H

Friday 30th March: Last day of
Spring term

Internet Safety
Do you have concerns about
how to keep your children safe
online? Do you wonder
whether or how your children
are using social networking
sites or mobile phones? Are you
concerned about cyber-
bullying? If the answer to the
any of the above is yes then you
are not alone.
Often the pace of change in
technology is
such that the
children are the
ones with all
the knowledge
and adults are
catching up!
This is why we
believe that it is
vital for parents
and carers to have access to the
latest information about how to
keep their child safe.
You will see from the dates that
Tuesday 7th February has been
designated National Internet
Safety Day. We thought this
would be an ideal opportunity
to reinforce our safety messages
to children about safer use of
the internet and computers. We
have therefore planned a
meeting for all parents who
want to find out more about
keeping your child safe online.
The meeting is at 2pm on
Monday 6th Feb and all are
welcome.
We have a set of Rules for
Responsible Internet use that
we keep displayed in the ICT
suite which are as follows:
• I will only use my own
login;
• I will not access other
people’s files or use their
login names;
• I will use the computers

only for schoolwork and
homework unless
permission has been given;
• I will not bring memory
sticks into school without
permission;
• I will have permission form
a member of staff before
using the Internet;
• I will only email people I
know or my teacher has
approved;
• The messages I send will
be polite and sensible;
• I will not give my home
address or phone number,
or arrange to meet
someone, unless my
parent, carer or teacher
has given me permission;
• To help protect other
pupils and myself, I will

tell a teacher if I see anything
I am unhappy with or I
receive a message I do not
like;
• I understand that the school
can check my computer files
and the Internet sites I visit.

It would be very useful at the
meeting to have some input
from parents so we can update
our Rules for Responsible
Internet Use, in particular to
take account of the greater use
of mobile phones and social
networking websites.
The meeting in February will
include:
• Internet safety at home
• Our school Rules for
Responsible Internet Use
• Mobile technology including
phones
• Social networking websites
• Chatrooms
• Instant messaging
• Cyberbullying
Hopefully you will find the
meeting informative and useful.
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School Nurse Drop-in
Our school nurse, Alison Bugg
will be holding her next drop in
on Friday 20th Jan from 9.00 -
10.00am.
These drop-in sessions are an
opportunity for parents to
speak to the school nurse,
without an appointment, about
any issues, concerns or worries
about children’s health,
development or well being.
Some of the topics that the
nurse will be happy to discuss
are:
• Eating problems/diet in
general

• Sleeping problems - eg
sleep patterns, getting to
bed on time! Etc

• Head lice
• Vision
• Hearing

• Dental health
• Anxieties
• And whatever else you
may wish to discuss.

This is a completely
confidential service that will be
offered by the school health
team.
As well as giving advice and
guidance, the nurse will also be
able to point parents in the
direction of more specialist
advice if needed.

Swimming
Years 3 and 6 have four more
sessions of swimming left, the
last one being on Thursday 2nd
Feb. Years 4 and 5 will begin
swimming after the half term
holiday.

SATs Tests
Year 6 children will be taking
their end of Key Stage 2

Assessments (known as SATs
tests) in Reading and maths
during the week beginning 14th
May. If you have a child in Year
6 please avoid booking any
time away during this week,
thank you.

Joseph DVDs
We are still selling DVDs of last
years Christmas show. If you
want one and have lost the
order form, please enquire at
the school office. They cost £5
each.
www.robertmiles.co.uk
Our new look website is being
updated regularly with
photographs from different
events. The main news section,
newsletters and weekly posts are
all up and running, the rest of the
site will be complete by the end
of the year.

Royal Ballet Trip
55 children from Years 4, 5 and 6 spent Tuesday travelling to London to see the Royal Ballet perform
Romeo and Juliet. It was a long way to travel but those that went will all agree it was well worth it to
see something so spectacular. Grace and Ellie from Year
6 wrote this report:
The ballet took place in The Royal Opera House in London. It
took three and a half hours to get there and about the same on
the way back. Inside the Royal Opera House it was very grand.
We went inside and had our lunch in a big room right next to
the theatre. By this time everyone was very excited. We
weren’t the only school going though. Some other schools
came to see the ballet too. All of a sudden the clock stuck
12.30pm, it was time to enter the theatre.
When we entered the theatre the stage was massive! We all
settled in our seats and then the lights dimmed. The curtains
drew open and the play began. It began in the Capulet house.
They were getting ready for the masked ball. Our favourite bit
was when Romeo and Juliet got married. Then the first
interval came. We went to buy some ice creams, the flavours
were chocolate and vanilla and they were yummy. Then the
bell rang telling people to get into their seats ready for the
second half. The play got better and better as it continued. In
the second interval we went down to see into the orchestra
pit. After that we watched the last half and at the end we were
given a programme. We all collected our bags and coats and
set off back home. We got home at about 8.15 by then we
were all very tired!
We had a great day and we think we will remember going to
see the Royal Ballet for the rest of our lives.
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Snow Procedure
Just in case we experience any unduly severe weather
before the next newsletter it is worth reminding
parents of our snow procedure. If there has been a
heavy snowfall overnight, I will make a decision as
early as possible as to whether the school will remain
open. The school will only be closed if snow makes it
impossible for staff to get to school.
If the school is to be closed you will receive a text
message to this effect and the information will be
broadcast on Trent FM and BBC Radio Nottingham,
before 8.45am.
Should the weather deteriorate as the day progresses
and parents are concerned about the Health & Safety

of their children, they should use their discretion and
if appropriate, collect them from school. The school
will always remain open until the last child leaves the
building.
Hopefully the school will remain
open if it snows, so we can all
enjoy it at playtime! The rule for
snowy days when school is open
is that if children bring a pair of
wellies and gloves, then they
will be allowed out at playtimes
to build snowmen.

This Term's Clubs
New clubs are always announced in assemblies and individual letters giving full details will go
home with any child who expresses an interest. Please note start dates for clubs beginning after half
term.

Should you, or anyone known to you, need this newsletter in any other format, please do not hesitate to ask in the school office.

 

Club Open to Day/Time Starts 

Film Club All Monday 3.30 – 5.00 (50p per session) 16/1/12 

Computer Club Yr 3 Monday 12.30 – 1.00 Started 

Homework Club All Tuesday 12.30 – 1.00 24/1/12 

Art Club Yr 4  Tuesday 12.30 – 1.00 Started 

Computer Game Design Yr 6 Tuesday 3.30 – 4.30 17/1/12 

Indoor Athletics Yr 5 & 6 Tuesday 3.30 – 4.30 24/1/12 

Hi 5 Netball Yr 5 & 6 Tuesday 3.30 – 4.30 21/2/12 

Reading Club Yr 3 & 5 Wednesday 12.30 – 1.00 1/2/12 

Recorders Yr 3 Wednesday 12.30 – 1.00 22/2/12 

Computer Club Yr 4/5 Wednesday 12.30 – 1.00 Started 

DNF Coaching Football All 
Wednesday 3.30 – 4.30 (£2 per session 
until the clocks go back, then £3 per 
session until 5pm)) 

18/1/12 

Tennis Coaching All Wednesday 3.30 – 4.30 (£30 for 10 
weeks) 18/1/12 

Gardening /Recycling Club All Wednesday 3.30 – 4.30 22/2/12 

Parachute Games Cub Yr 3 Wednesday 3.30 – 4.30 22/2/12 

Reading Club Yr 4 & 6 Thursday 12.30 – 1.00 2/2/12 

Knitting Club All Thursday 12.30 – 1.00 Started 

Archery Club All Thursday 3.30 – 5.00 (£3 per session) 19/1/12 

Hockey Club Yr 4, 5 & 6 Thursday 3.30 – 4.30 23/2/12 

Hi 5 Netball Yr 3 & 4 TBA TBA 

Orchestra All Friday 12.30 – 1.00 20/1/12 


