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Next Term's Dates

Monday 16th April:
Summer term starts
Friday 27th April:
Millionaires Evening
Monday 7th May: Bank
holiday
Monday 14th May - Friday
18th May: Year 6 SATs
week
Monday 28th May -
Wednesday 30th May:
Arts activity week
Tuesday 29th May:Whole
school Art Exhibition
Wednesday 30th May:
Investors in Pupils
Assessment
Thursday 31st May:
Jubilee Celebrations
Friday 1st June: School
closed INSET Day
Monday 4th June - Friday
8th June: Half term
holiday
Saturday 23rd June:
Bingham Town Fair
Monday 25th June: Toot
Hill Family Sports
competition
Tuesday 26th June: Year 6
morning visit to Toot Hill
Tuesday 3rd July: Year 6
Induction Day at Toot Hill
Tuesday 3rd July: End of
year Disco
Friday 6th July:Music
Morning
Friday 13th July: End of
year barbecue
Friday 20th July: End of
school year
Further details about some
of the events above and
dates for other events such
as Sports Day and Open
evenings will be out in the
new term.

A Busy Term Ends
Dear Parents/Carers,
On behalf of all here at Robert Miles we hope you enjoy the Easter period. It is
now the end of another busy school term, where I have been fortunate to see
children achieve some fantastic things. None more so than last Monday's
performance of Shakespeare's Othello at the Grange hall in Radcliffe (pictures
inside). As reported in last month's newsletter, we are two years in to a three
year project working with a cluster of other schools and the Royal Shakespeare
Company. Eighteen of our children from years 4 and 5 performed Act 1 Scene 1
of Othello, followed by the 8 other schools in the partnership. They used the
original text and put such great energy into their acting. I have to say it was a
privilege to be involved in such a wonderful production - many thanks to Miss
Maddison and Mrs Chamberlain for preparing the children so well.
When you see children involved in projects such as that, and all the other
exciting learning experiences the staff provide, it makes me proud to lead such a
great team. What is vitally important to me is that we keep this level of
commitment going, even when times get tough. I am sure you will be aware that
schools are experiencing change at the moment at an unprecedented rate, and it
seems that each week there are new problems that are schools fault or that can
be fixed by schools.
You may or may not be aware that from January this year schools are to be
inspected under a different Ofsted framework, with a new Chief Inspector who
seems keen to introduce new policy at an even more rapid rate. He also seems to
have very fixed views of what a Headteacher's role should be and was quoted as
saying, "if anyone says to you that staff morale is at an all time low you will
know you are doing something right". This flies in the face of all the values we
try so hard to teach and live in our school. I would of course absolutely agree
that all children should seek to do their very best, and teachers push them to do
so, but this has to be about the whole child, not just maths and English. We want
children to have memorable experiences in sport, music, the arts, relationships
etc. We should be seeking to develop well rounded, confident individuals who
are well placed to move on to the next step in their education and life. To do that
you need staff who are committed, hard working and who care deeply about the
children in their care. I feel privileged to lead such a team here. So often I see
them going that extra mile for the children, often giving up much of their
precious free time - even at weekends for sport or trips to the cinema with the
knitting club (thanks Mrs Breeze and Mrs Boxer!). How much of this would take
place if staff morale were at an all time low? Adults as well as children only give
their best when they are in an atmosphere in which they feel valued and
supported and in a climate which is encouraging and efforts are praised. If this
doesn't fit with the Chief Inspector then so be it, but for the sake of the children
at Robert Miles Junior it will remain so here as long as I am Headteacher. (I will
step down from my soapbox now I have got that off my chest!)
R. A. Gilbey
Headteacher



Robert Miles Junior School Newsletter March 2012

2

News and Information
Readathon
A big thank you to all the
children who supported our
recent Readathon. Sponsor
money has been coming in all
week and we have so far
collected over £500, which is
great. All this money will be
spent on new books for our
school library, chosen by
children themselves.
Millionaires Evening
The Vale of Belvoir Lions have
organised a fun evening for
parents/carers of children at the
Robert Miles Schools on Friday
27th April from 7.00pm to
10.30pm.

This fund
raising event
for the
schools will
cost £2 per
ticket. For
that price
you will
receive some 'money' from the
'Bank of Bottesford' to use
during the evening on roulette
tables blackjack etc. The people
who manage to make the most
money at the end of the evening
will receive prizes. This promises
to be very entertaining - full
details after Easter but put the
date in the diary now!

Class 4/5L's Blog
Miss Lanagan's class have been
experimenting with new ways of
writing and have created their
very own blog. You can find the
blog and read their writing by
going to:
www.jskdjskdjskdj.ssd.com or
clicking the link from the school
website homepage.
Lost Property
Yet again I am afraid we have a
large pile of lost property with
no names building up. We will
display this after Easter for 2
weeks then hold a sale. If you are
short of sweatshirts you may
find them here...

Shakespeare Learning Network
The pictures below are from the rehearsals of the Othello production. Just look at the concentration
on the children's faces!
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Year 4/5 Viking Day
The Vikings arrived at Robert Miles this week, lots of them! Partake Theatre led the children through
many different activities related to their history topic. Thank you to all who helped the children dress
up for the day, it really makes the day memorable. There are lots more photos on the website.

Egg Rolling
The playground was covered with broken eggs yesterday as children tried their luck and skill to roll
their egg closest to the targets. The winners from each class got a creme egg and went into the final.
Well done to Ellie Reader for receiving the first prize - it was won by a few millimetres.
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Well done!
Music
Well done to Catherine Lark for
reaching the final of the Bingham
Young Musician Competition
with her piano playing. Sadly
she was unable to compete in the
final due to an inconvenient
broken arm. I am sure she would
have done very well!
Swimming
Congratulations to all the
following for achieving the
following certificates. From the
first certificates to the highest
award of the Honours, each
child listed has reached an
important next step.
5M
Hatti Abbott, Bethan Haran,
Robyn Harding, Luke Newton,
Luke Ross, George Stones.
10M
Joshua Downs,
Charlie Grant,
Diesel Rayner
400M
Elyssa Ivell
800 M
Ben Gregory,
Oliver Handley, Grace Leadbeater,
Charlotte Weston
1000M
Matthew Boardman, Emma Peck
Lauren Perry, Lucy Slater
Water Skills 1
Mia Altaf, Ben Briggs, Millie
Davison, Abigail Hutchinson-
Dodd, Nathaniel Lee,Luke
Newton, Ethan Platt, Spencer
Newton Baldrey, Jessie Smith,
Charlie Stanley, Jacob Sykes,
Mesha Terry, Nathan Woodfield
Water Skills 2
Emily Ball, William Dale, Billy
Haran, Robyn Harding, Sam
Leggett, Ruby Stones, Kia Terry,
Hannah Vallance
Water Skills 3
James Bannister, Bradley Cooper,
Carys Drew, Emma Gregory,
Neive Goacher, Catherine Lark,
Ellis Rich, Matthew Spencer
Water Skills 4
James Bannister, Bradley Cooper,

Carys Drew, Emma Gregory,
Neive Goacher, Catherine Lark,
Ellis Rich, Emma Peck, Matthew
Spencer, Thomas Wilson
Bronze
Emily Ball, James Bannister,
Bradley Cooper, Carys Drew,
Sophia Fidler, Emma Gregory,
Elyssa Ivell , Catherine Lark, Ellis
Rich, Matthew Spencer
Silver
Matthew Boardman, Jaydan
Christian, Ben Gregory, Oliver
Handley, Grace Leadbeater,
Lauren Perry, Charlotte Weston
Gold
Faith Cooke, Harry Robinson
Honours
Matthew Boardman
Sports News
Teams from Robert Miles Junior
School have been in action over
the past week or so:

Football: The boys A-team played
their first game following the
winter break, a home friendly vs
Cropwell Bishop Primary School.
This was a very competitive and
exciting game and finished 3-2 to
Robert Miles. Well done boys!
Their second game away at
Ruddington St Peters didn't go as
well, ending 7-1 to the home side.
The B-Team fared better at this
fixture, winning 2-0.

A Year 4 team also played away at
Ruddington and thier exciting
match ended a draw, 4 goals each.

The girls team's first match this
year was their second round
Rushcliffe Schools Cup game,
which was against Lantern Lane
Primary School from East Leake.
Our girls have obviously been
working on their passing skills
over the winter break and a fine
team display saw them win 4-0.
They now face an away trip at
lunchtime today to Ruddington for
their quarter final match against St
Peter's Juniors. Check the website
to see if they made the semi-final!

High 5 Netball:Mrs Melhuish
took our High 5 team to a
tournament held at Nottingham
High School. The girls didn't
progress to the later stages, but
were very pleased to be awarded
the Fair Play Trophy at the end of
the tournament. They received this
for their fantastic positive attitude,
support for each other and for
playing with a smile on their faces.
Well done girls!

Cross Country: A boy and a girl
from each year group competed in
the Rushcliffe Cross Country Relay
Race at Rushcliffe Country park
last week. This is a very exciting
event, starting with the year 3
girls, handing on to the year 3 boys
and so on until the year 6 boy runs
the last leg. It was clear from their
red faces that our children ran
their hearts out and finished a
creditable 16th out of 32 teams.

Well Dones and Sports News

Should you, or anyone known to you, need this newsletter in any other format, please do not hesitate to ask at the school office.

The cross country team


