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Forthcoming Dates
Wednesday 30th May:
Investors in Pupils Assessment
Thursday 31st May: Jubilee
Celebrations
Friday 1st June: INSET Day
Monday 4th June - Friday 8th
June: Half term holiday
Thursday 14th June: Halle
Orchestra trip
Monday 18th June: Science and
Technology Competition heats.
Wednesday 20th June: Sports
Day(afternoon)
Thursday 21st June: Science
and Tech Competition Finals
Thursday 21st June: Book Fair
Thursday 21st June: Annual
reports home
Friday 22nd June: Book Fair
Friday 22nd June: Sports Day
reserve date
Saturday 23rd June: Bingham
Town Fair
Monday 25th June: Toot Hill
School Sports finals
Tuesday 26th June: Year 6
morning visit to Toot Hill
Friday 29th June: Sporty Non-
Uniform Day
Tuesday 3rd July: Year 6
Induction Day at Toot Hill
Tuesday 3rd July: End of year
Disco
Wednesday 4th July: Open
evenings for all classes
Thursday 5th July: Year 6
French breakfast
Friday 6th July:Music Morning
Wednesday 11th July: Year 6
Leavers Assembly 2pm start
Friday 13th July: End of year
barbecue
Tuesday 17th July: Year 5 & 6
Spoken English Competition
final (afternoon)
Friday 20th July: End of school
year

Book Shopping
The final total for our Readathon was
a whopping £1,548. Again, many
thanks to all fundraisers. Much of this
money has now been spent. Pupils
and staff spent a morning in
Nottingham’s Waterstones spending
the money raised. The school
librarians joined the seven highest
fundraisers to buy books for each
classroom and stock for the library.
The class representatives were not just
set free to buy what they wanted, they
had consulted their classmates
beforehand to ensure they got books
to suit everyone. The children took
this responsibility very seriously

indeed and spent a long time making sure they had books to interest
all. You can see from the photo Ben is hard at work making sure he
gets all the items on his class's wishlist! You can see more photos
from the morning on the website.

Dangerous Driving
A serious issue with which to start this Milepost. As you will all be
aware, our school layout means that both pedestrians and vehicles
share our school entrance. This is not ideal and to try and reduce the
possibility of pedestrians and vehicles using it at the same time we
make sure that everyone we know driving into school is aware they
should not arrive at the beginning of the day or at the end of school.
However, there seems to have been an increase in times when cars or
delivery vehicles are using the entrance at the same time as children
and parents are. Thank you to the parents who have reported this to
me. The final straw came for me last Friday when apparently a
delivery vehicle drove through the parents waiting at the end of the
day and proceeded to reverse back out. It is not practical to have a
member of staff stationed there at the start and end of the day and
reliance on delivery drivers' common sense is obviously not good
enough. Therefore from today the large gate will be locked between
the times of 8.45am and 9.00am and again from 3.20pm and 3.45pm.
Parents can therefore wait in the school side of the gate and this will
mean we will not have a repetition of Friday.
I must stress, however, to all parents/carers to exercise extreme
cautionwhen driving into school to pick up children from clubs. I am
also following up suggestions of a possible speed bump and better
signage to remind all drivers of the need to be vigilant.
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The Big Dig
Year 6 took part in a fascinating project last
week, finding out more about the history of
our school grounds. Members of the Bingham
Heritage Trail Association organised three
archaeological digs, part of a larger project
aiming to dig in over 60 places in Bingham to
help build up a detailed picture of our local
past. We had 3 pits in our school grounds, each
a metre square, and the children helped with
all stages of the digs.
They began digging down slowly and
carefully. The soil taken out of the holes was
sifted to ensure any small items were not
overlooked. Every find was then carefully
washed, examined, and bagged. These will be
taken away for further identification.
The pits got much deeper by day 3 and the
children made some fascinating discoveries.
Various different fragments of pottery were
uncovered, many of which go back hundreds
of years (so we are told by the experts on site).
Gently clearing dirt away to find a large
horse’s vertebra was fantastic! What was the
most exciting were the larger things uncovered
towards the end of day 3, nearly a metre down.
Those digging on the school field gradually
unearthed some drainage pipes we were told
would probably have been used when the land
was once field land. The pit behind Mr

Haslock’s
classroom revealed
a feature that may
have been
connected to the
ornate gardens that
used to be behind
Robert Miles’
Rectory, which
included the yew

hedge we can still see and a pond. You will
also see in the photos a bone that was
unearthed with carving on the side that
appears to indicate the year 1032. This raises
questions – who would be using Roman
Numerals at that time?
Even more intriguing, in the pit near the oak
tree all of a sudden at the end of the day a hole
appeared about a metre down and the children
could see though into a void! The

archaeologists debated what this could be . The
hole went down about another metre and the
sides were clay, obviously man made. Various
theories were floated – could it have been a
14th century toilet from rows of cottages that
once lined what we now know as Church
Street? Could it have been a well? Could it
have been a footings hole for a large post,
possibly from a medieval hall? Once the stones
were taken off the top the void was found to
go down a further 2 metres! After lots of
careful work on the final day the mystery was
solved. Some wood was found in the corner of
the hole which led to
the conclusion that it
was a very old post
hole. Most of the old
post had rotted away,
hence the void. The size
of the hole and the
space for the post
would indicate that it
was once a substantial building, probably from
the middle ages. It was good to find out what it
was, but the children were disappointed it was
not a medieval toilet!
By the end of Friday it was as if nothing had
happened. All the holes and been refilled and
the turf relaid. This has been a wonderful
project and the year 6 children who have taken
part have thoroughly enjoyed their
involvement. When the items found have been
researched all the school will be given the
chance to look at the findings and to see what
secrets lie just beneath our feet.
Many, many thanks go to the Bingham
Heritage Trail Association for supplying the
volunteers and the Lottery Fund that funded
the professional archaeologist we had on site.
As well as all the skills of team work, patience
and learning of new skills, the children have
seen in action a key part of learning – asking
questions. Even if the answers do not come
straight away, without asking questions you
are never going to learn. One of the most
interesting and fun projects we can remember
at Robert Miles! The photos on the next page
give you an idea about what the digs were like,
to see many more, have a look on the school
website.
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Well done!
Music

Very well done to Faith Cooke
who gained her Grade 3 flute
award, with distinction. Also well
done to Catherine Lark who
gained her Grade 3 Cello award.
To gain Grade 3 in Year 6 means
these two girls play their
instruments to a very high
standard. Which means they must
have put in a lot of practice - a
lesson to all learning an
instrument.

Well done also to Luka Sasai who
obtained her Silver and Gold
awards for playing the flute.

Sports News
Football: Both the boys and girls
teams competed in the Rushcliffe

6 and 7 a side tournaments
recently. They both had similar
fortunes, just missing out on a
place in the semi final by coming
runners up in their groups. Both
teams also happened to have the
eventual winners in their groups
which showed how well they did.

By the time you receive this
newsletter we will know who has
won the inaugural Bingham
Schools Cup. Every year both the
boys and girls teams play
Carnarvon in end of season
friendlies so we have decided from
now on to have a cup that the
winning school can keep for a year.
We travel over to Carnarvon on
Monday 28th May for the
inaugural competition. Let's hope
both trophies have Robert Miles
engraved on them by the time you

read this!

High 5 Netball:Mrs Melhuish
took our High 5 team to a
tournament held at Toot Hill
School last week. The girls won
two and lost two and overall
competed brilliantly. Once again
they seemed to be the happiest and
most positive team in the
tournament. Well done girls!

Boccia: This is a sport you may
not have heard of but it is one that
is growing in popularity, including
lots of international tournaments.

We recently sent a team to
compete at South Notts Academy
against other local schools. The
children thoroughly enjoyed
themselves and were thrilled to
return to school with Bronze
medals. Well done team!

Well Dones and Sports News

Should you, or anyone known to you, need this newsletter in any other format, please do not hesitate to ask at the school office.

Artsweek
We have all sorts of arts events
going on in school at the
moment - music, singing, art and
drama.
If you had been walking down
Church Street at any time on
Friday you may have wondered
what was going on over the wall
at Robert Miles – drumming and
percussion filled the air. The
children were treated to a day’s
Samba Drumming as the first
activity of our Artsweek. They
used some large drums and a
variety of different percussion
instruments to explore different
rhythmical patterns. It was such
a nice day the workshops took
place in the shade of the old oak
much to the delight of the
archaeologists who were
working nearby! Have a look at
the website for loads of photos of
the drumming.
On Monday 28th our school
orchestra will be rehearsing with
children from 3 other schools
and will put on a concert in St
Mary's Church in the evening,

accompanied by the Bingham
Wind Ensemble. We also hold
our art exhibition today and I
hope you got the chance to see
your child's masterpiece!
Tuesday is Choir Day. All
children who want to take part
will be practicing in the morning
with the choir from Flintham
Primary, followed by a
performance in the afternoon for
all those who wish to attend
(2pm start). A group of Year 6
poets will travel to Flintham to
participate in a series of
workshops given by poet Chris
White.
Wednesday sees more
Shakespeare at Robert
Miles. 16 children from the
four schools involved in
this project will spend the
day rehearsing an
abridged version of A
Midsummer Night's
Dream. They will be
racing to get ready for
their outdoor performance
which will take place in

the evening among the trees in
the environmental area.
Thursday will be the day we
celebrate the Diamond Jubilee.
Hopefully all children will wear
red white and blue and will have
a fun day. We will have the hat
parade, a street party, make a
Crown out of coins the children
have been bringing into school
(please send what you can on the
day!) and have a whole school
photograph to commemorate the
day.
A fun packed week with lots to
learn and remember!


