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MILE POST 
Artsweek 2013 Important Dates 

Monday 20th May - Friday 24th 
May: Arts activity week 
Monday 27th May - Friday 31st 
May: Half term holiday 
Wednesday 12th June: Toot Hill 
meeting at RMJS for parents of year 
4/5 children, 7pm 
Friday 14th June: Class photos 
Friday 14th June: Halle Orchestra 
trip 
Tuesday 18th June: Class 4CM Farm 
trip 
Wednesday 19th June: Sports Day 
Friday 21st June: Sports Day reserve  
Friday 21st June: Reports home 
Monday 24th June: Annual Science 
and Technology Competition heats 
Tuesday 25th June: Year 5 trip to 
Wollaton Park 
Tuesday 25th June: Year 6 
orientation morning at Toot Hill 
Wednesday 26th June: Class 4G 
Farm trip 
Wednesday 26th June: Open 
evenings 3.30pm - 6.00pm 
Thursday 27th June: Science and 
Technology Competition Finals 
(afternoon) 
Friday 28th June: Year 6 French 
Breakfast  
Tuesday 2nd July: Year 6 full day 
induction visit at Toot Hill 
Wednesday 3rd July: Area sports 
finals at Toot Hill 
Friday 5th July: Summer Barbeque 
Wednesday 10th July: Year 3 
Rufford Park trip 
Thursday 11th July: New classes 
assembly 
Friday 12th July: Year 6 Leavers 
Assembly (pm) 
Tuesday 16th July: Guitar concert, 
10.00am 
Tuesday 16th July: Year 5 & 6 
Spoken English Competition final 
Friday 19th July: End of school year  
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We have designated the week 
after next ‘Artsweek’ when there 
will be lots of arts themed 
activities going on in school for 
the children to enjoy and learn 
from. We use this week to give 
children experiences in the arts a 
little different from normal and 
also the chance to work with 
children from other local 
schools. This year we will be 
working with Carnarvon 
Primary, Langar Primary and 
Flintham Primary. 

We start the week with a day of 
‘Trash Percussion’. All the 
children will take part in a 
session learning to drum, dance 
and sing. Last year children will 
remember we had Samba 
drumming, this year we have 
gone for something a little 
different – I am sure it is going to 
be a lot of fun. If the weather is 
nice the drumming can take 
place outside under the oak tree 
so if you are out and about in 
Bingham you may well hear us! 

Children who play in Mr 
Parnell’s orchestra (apart from 
some year 3s who have only 
being playing a short while) will 
accompany Mr Parnell on 
Monday 20th May to Carnarvon 
and spend the day playing 
alongside musicians from the 
other schools. This will be 
followed by an evening concert 
at 7pm in St Mary and All Saints 
Church. Other musicians – 
including a saxophone ensemble 
- will join the children from all 
the four schools for what 
promises to be an enjoyable 
evening.  
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Tuesday is an art 
day. The children 
will be in different groups for 
the day and spend their time 
doing a variety of art activities. 
The work should make a 
wonderful display in the hall. A 
small group of budding writers 
will also be travelling to 
Flintham to work with a 
professional author for the day. 

Wednesday is for singing – a 
choir day. Choirs from all the 
four schools will be spending the 
day at Robert Miles singing 
together. The day will include a 
joint choir performance at 2pm, 
you are all welcome to attend. 
Our children have been learning 
the songs with Mr Parnell on 
Fridays and any child who 
wishes can be in the choir for the 
day. 

Thursday a group of our 
children will head to Langar 
Primary school for a day’s acting 
and drama, culminating in a 
performance at 4pm. Finally on 
Friday we will be joining 
together to share what we have 
learnt during the week. 

It is going to be a busy week! As 
well as the arts activities our 
swimming team is in the 
Nottinghamshire swimming gala 
finals, we are competing in a 
cross country race at Carnarvon, 
the football teams are competing 
with Carnarvon for the Bingham 
football cups and we may well 
have a maypole for the week to 
learn some traditional maypole 
dancing. The children will be 
ready for a half term break! 
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Cycling to School 
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Bingham Children’s Centre 
We are fortunate to have the Bingham children’s 
centre so close to our school on the Market Place. If 
you are not aware already, Children’s Centres now 
provide services for children and families of 
children up to 12 years of age and we are looking to 
build more links with the 
Family Support Workers 
through the school. As 
part of this we will be 
holding monthly ‘drop in’ 
clinics at school. The 
member of staff who will 
be hosting the clinic 
would like to introduce 
herself: 

Hello, my name is Laura 
Taylor and I am a Family 
Support Worker based at Bingham Children’s Centre. I 

I mentioned in an earlier newsletter this year I 
would like to explore the possibility of 
providing facilities so children can cycle or use 
scooters to come to school. 
This is an issue that has been raised several 
times and one that I would like a group of 
interested parents to volunteer to help us with. 
It is not just as simple as putting up cycle sheds 
– there are many different issues to be discussed 
and solved. The safety of our children is always 
at the forefront of any activity we plan and this 
would be no different. Some of the questions 
that need to be answered for example are: 

• Will older children be able to cycle 
without any adult accompaniment? 

• Is there a safe route to school from all of 
our catchment – if so how do we ensure 
pupils stick to these routes? 

• If older pupils are cycling on the 
pavement how will this effect 
pedestrians? 

• Where will bikes and scooters be stored 
so we do not create a security issue? 

I am sure there will be many more things for us 
to solve. If you would like to help out and offer 
your views/suggestions, there will be a meeting 
on Thursday 6th June at 9.00am. I hope that we 
will be able to talk through the issues and 
provide solutions together. 
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am the link worker for Robert Miles and other schools in 
the Bingham area. I specialise in children’s sleep, 
behaviour and routine but I am able to offer support in all 
aspects of family life including advice on benefits and 
housing, debt and budgeting, post natal depression, 
breastfeeding and weaning. I can also signpost to other 
agencies for further support. I will be holding a monthly 
clinic at Robert Miles Junior School on the following 
dates: Thursday 16/05/13, 20/06/13 and 11/07/13. If I 
can help you in any way please call the school office to 
make an appointment; I look forward to meeting you! 

 If you would like to have a chat with Laura note 
that the first drop in is next Thursday morning 
between 8.30am and 10.00am. So people are not kept 
waiting around If Laura is busy if you would like to 
make an appointment please contact the office in 
person or by phone and they will book you a slot. 
Families who have worked with Laura speak very 
highly of her and I hope you will find this new 
service useful. 

Cycling to School 

We have been very busy recently writing a 
survey called the Enjoyment of the School 
Day. This is for the whole school (children) 
to give their opinion on what they actually 
think of the school day.  We have written 
questions about the whole life of the school 
including what pupils think of  
the playground, what they 
think of the classrooms and 
learning. We have also included 
questions about school trips and dinners 
in fact everything to do with the 
school! 
All the children will have an ICT session and 
everyone will fill it out in the computer using 
some software called Survey Monkey. After 
we get the results the School Council will 
have a look to find out what children like 
about the school and what can be improved. 
Once we have collected the results we will 
share this with the whole school and then go 
and speak to Mr Gilbey about what we can do 
to help improve the school. We hope the 
children enjoy thinking about the survey 
and we will very soon find out the results. 

Kyrah And Alex (School Councillors) 
 

School Council News 
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Working Together 
I am not sure if you are aware how closely we work 
with other schools in the area. I would like to take 
this opportunity to provide some information as I 
think strong links between schools are important. 
Every term there are meetings of the heads of our 
Toot Hill family of schools. These meetings focus 
upon things we can do to help and support each 
other in ensuring children have a 
successful learning experience. We try 
to improve transition between schools, 
and look at ways that expertise can be 
shared between schools. The Artsweek 
you have read about in this newsletter 
is one way that pupils across the local 
area can work together and the 
transition programme between the 
Infants and the Juniors and between 
the primaries and Toot Hill is another 
example of partnership working. 
There are many more. 
Over the last twelve months the Rushcliffe Primary 
schools have looked at ways in which working 
together can provide benefits for both pupils and 
staff. As a result of this we have worked with 23 
other primary schools in Rushcliffe to formally join 
together as a company - the Rushcliffe Learning 
Alliance. The main benefits of this are in providing 
high quality professional development for teachers 
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and by improving value for money though joint 
procurement of services. We have also begun joint 
events for pupils. One of the first of these is a 
writing project called the Legacy Project. Children 
from years 4 and 5 have spent time in our own 
school and travelled to other schools working on 
improving writing and writing for a purpose. 
Callum and Victor from year 4 had this to say about 

what they have been doing: 
“A Group of year 4s and 5s have been 
working on a writing project called the 
Legacy project, and we have been making 
a newspaper. The children involved are 
Callum Retzlaff, Victor Foster, William 
Dale, James Bannister Cerys Woollacott, 
Ewan Wilson, Molly Baxter and Luka 
Sasai.  

We have gone to Candleby Lane School 
twice and Bingham Robert Miles Infant 
once. With the help of Miss Lanagan, we 

are making a huge newspaper set in 2060, featuring 
gadgets, news flashes, video games, coupons and much 
more!” 

Over the next year you will see increasing evidence 
of local schools supporting each other. We are very 
fortunate in Bingham and Rushcliffe to work with 
lots of excellent schools and this can only be of 
benefit to the young people of the area.  

News and Information 
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Well Done… 
To Hannah Jeffreys in Year 6 for 
gaining her Grade 1 Saxophone 
certificate and to Luka Sasai in 
Year 5 for gaining her Grade 1 
flute certificate. A lot of practice 
goes in to obtaining these 
certificates and the girls should 
be very proud of themselves. 

Good Luck… 
To all of Year 6 who take their 
end of Key Stage 2 SATs next 
week. They have been working 
very hard in readiness for these 
tests and the Year 6 teaching 
team tell me that they are as 
prepared as they can be and 
raring to go! 
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Year 6 Meetings 
Parents of pupils transferring to 
Toot Hill will be invited to a 
meeting at Toot Hill on either 
Wednesday 3rd or Thursday 4th 
of July. This will follow the 
induction day on the 2nd. There 
are two meetings and the tutor 
group your child is in will 
determine which you are invited 
to. As soon as we know we will 
let you know which date is the 
correct one for each child and 
their parents to attend. 

Jewellery 
I would like your support in 
ensuring children do not wear 
jewellery to school. It is against 
the school rules to wear 
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jewellery of any kind to school, 
except for wristwatches. I have 
noticed an increase lately in 
‘fashion’ earrings which are not 
suitable for school. If your child 
has pierced ears they must wear 
plain studs and these need to be 
taken out for all PE lessons. If 
your child is getting their ears 
pierced please help them by 
doing so at the start of the 
summer holidays because if they 
cannot take earrings out they 
will not be able to take part in PE 
lessons. 

Finally can I remind the girls 
that nail varnish is not suitable 
for wearing to school during the 
day, please save it for parties 
and discos!    Thank you. 
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There has been much sporting 
action since the last newsletter and 
lots to catch up on. It has always 
been our philosophy here at Robert 
Miles to ensure all children, 
regardless of ability or skill levels, 
get to participate and experience as 
many different sports as possible. 
Alongside this, we also believe in 
taking part in as many competitive 
events as we can and there has been 
much to celebrate in this area over 
the last month or so.  

Swimming 
We wish the swimming team the 
best of luck as they head off to the 
Nottinghamshire finals on the 
morning of 20th May. Following 
their victory in the local Toot Hill 
schools gala they will be competing 

against the winners of 
the other local galas. 
They know it will be 
tough but I also know 
they will give it their 
very best and enjoy 
competing. 

Cross Country 

Two teams of children from all year 
groups competed at Rushcliffe 
Country Park back in March, 
finishing 14th and 21st out of 35 
teams taking part. It was a long and 
tiring relay and well done to all the 
children for running their hearts 
out! 

Hi 5 Netball 
Two teams of girls took part in a 
local netball tournament at Toot Hill 
School on the 24th April and were 
thrilled to finish 1st and 2nd! Two 
groups of schools competed during 
the afternoon, with a team from 
Robert Miles in both groups. Once 
the games had finished the points 
were totalled and the top two teams 
played in the final - Robert Miles A 
vs Robert Miles B! Very well done to 
all the girls involved they played 
really well. Congratulations to the A 
team for winning the final! 
The type of netball we play in 
primary schools now is called High 
5 Netball.  It is very similar to 
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traditional netball, but aims to 
encourage greater participation and 
gives experience for children 
playing in all positions. 

Basketball 
We have competed in a sport we 
have not competed in for a while 
this term- basketball. 
This began when I received an email 
from Jimmy ‘Jumpshot’ Smith who 
has been developing schools 
basketball for the last 30 years. His 
email was to let me know that 
Robert Miles Junior School was one 
of the original schools that 
introduced basketball competitions 
in Nottinghamshire. We had been 
invited to a large basketball rally on 
the 6th June to celebrate 30 years of 
the sport. With this in mind we 
thought it would be a good idea to 
give the children a taste of the sport 
and to pick a team to begin 
competing.  
Jimmy came in school for the day to 
coach every class in the basics of the 
sport and a squad of 12 were chosen 
to represent the school. We signed 
up to three rallies before the main 
one in June and so far have 
competed in 2. 
The first game the team played was 
at a rally at Radcliffe on Trent and 
the children were initially taken 
aback by the speed and physical 
nature of the competition. However, 
the soon found their feet and after 
the loss in the first game went on to 
win their second game against 
Radcliffe. 
They have not looked back! The 
team competed again at Jesse Gray 
in West Bridgford on Wednesday 8th 
May and this time won all of their 3 
games, finishing joint top team at 
the rally. Very 
good going for a 
new team and a 
new sport for 
many of the 
children. 
We will aim to 
build on this 
start and look for 
ways to increase the number of 
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children participating in the 
competitions. 

Boccia 
Boccia is a relatively new inclusive 
sport that has proved very popular 
over the last few years, particularly 
since its inclusion in the Paralympic 
games. It is a precision ball sport 
similar to bowls or petanque. 
A team from Robert Miles competed 
against other schools in a 
tournament at South 
Nottinghamshire Academy earlier 
in April. The team received 
certificates for their performances 
and I know they thoroughly 
enjoyed competing. 

Football 
The football season is drawing to a 
close and as usual it has been a very 
exciting season. The boys team have 
certainly had their fair share of 
excitement and at the last Saturday 
Rushcliffe tournament just missed 
out on a semi final place. Their last 
game is the Bingham Cup against 
Carnarvon on the afternoon of 
Thursday 23rd May. 
The Bingham Cups are something 
the two schools started last year - 
we thought it would be good to end 
the football season with both boys 
and girls games between the two 
schools, with a trophy for the 
winning side to keep. We have got 
some work to do to retain both the 
cups – some of the children will 
remember last year’s inaugural 
competition with Robert Miles 
winning both trophies after penalty 
shoot outs. 
As for the girls – well they 
continued a fantastic season by 
again reaching the final of the 

Rushcliffe tournament. This time 
the victory was not to be theirs; 
they lost to a spectacular goal in 
extra time in the final. The 
season is still not over – the girls 
are in the quarter final of the 
Nottinghamshire Cup and keen 
to reach yet another final! Have a 
look at our website for a photo of 

the girls team with their runners up 
trophies. 

Sports News 


