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Time Capsule 
On May 3rd 1990, exactly 25 years after 
the school first opened, 14 children 
gathered around a rather large hole just 
outside the staffroom. They were there 
to bury their ‘time capsules’ – two litre 
ice cream tubs filled with all sorts of 
treasures on the theme of being a pupil 
at Robert Miles Juniors and a child 
living in Bingham. 25 years later, and 
on the date (just about!) of the school’s 
50th birthday, several of these children 
returned to Robert Miles to dig up their 
time capsules and see what they had 
buried in 1990. 

As part of the 25th anniversary of the 
school’s opening, there was a 
competition for the children to come up 
with a set of items for a time capsule 
that could fit inside a 2l ice cream tub. 
14 winners were picked and each filled 
up their tub, which were collected 
together and bundled up to last the 
years.  

Each of the winners were given a letter, 
asking them to contact the school in 25 
years time on the occasion of the 50th 
anniversary and the headteacher, Mr 
Smith, left a detailed map in the school 
logbook for his successor in 2015. 
Mr Smith had certainly done a 
thorough job – both with the location 
map (which was spot on) and 
protecting the capsule from any 
groundwater. It took the groundsman 
most of the previous afternoon to dig 
down deep enough to be able to free 
the capsule  

8 of the 14 ex pupils 
were able to make 
the morning, along 
with other ex 
pupils who 
remembered the 
time capsule. We 
were also delighted to welcome back 
Mr Smith who helped pull the time 
capsule out of the ground. It was then 
the turn of the ex pupils to find their 
own ice cream tubs and have a good 

MILE POST 
Robert Miles Golden Anniversary  Important Dates 

Weds 20th May: 60s Fashion day 
Thursday 21st May: Time capsule 
burying day 
Friday 22nd May: SCHOOL 
CLOSED INSET DAY 
Monday 25th – Friday 29th May: 
Half term holiday 
Thursday 4th June: Girls football 
semi final away vs Crossdale 
Primary School 
Monday 8th June – Friday 12th 
June: Equality Week 
Friday 12th June: Class photographs 
Sat 13th June: Bingham Town Fair 
Monday 15th June: Boys and girls 
football away vs Carnarvon (in 
school time) 
Tuesday 16th June: Archery 
competition 
Wednesday 17th June: Sports Day 
Thursday 18th June: Cross country 
competition away at Carnarvon 
Primary School 
Fri 19th June: Reserve Sports Day 
Friday 19th June: Reports home for 
years 3, 4 & 5 
Tuesday 23rd June: Year 6 
Orientation morning at Toot Hill 
Tuesday 23rd June: Science and 
Technology Competition heats 
Wednesday 24th June: Open 
evening, 3.30 – 6.00pm 
Thursday 25th June: Halle 
Orchestra trip 
Friday 26th June: Science and Tec 
Competition finals 
Tuesday 30th June: Year 6 Toot Hill 
transition day 
Monday 6th July: End of year disco 
(NOTE this date has changed from 
the last Mile Post) 
Tuesday 7th July: Year 3 Roman 
Day 
Wednesday 8th July: Year 6 reports 
home 
Friday 17th July: Barbeque 
Tuesday 21st July: Year 6 Leavers 
Assembly (1.45pm) 
Wednesday 22nd July: Last day of 
school year 

look at what they had decided to 
bury. This was witnessed by two 
pupils from each class of current 
children – who will be invited back in 
another 25 years time! 

A whole school assembly gave the 
current pupils an initial chance to see 
what was in the time capsule and the 
clocks were rolled back as Mr Smith 
once again spoke to an assembly hall 
full of people. Both current and ex 
pupils were fascinated to see some of 
the treasures and since then the time 
capsules have been travelling around 
the school so pupils can see what was 
the same and what was different 
about being a pupil at Robert Miles 
and living in Bingham 25 years ago. 
One of the items was a video of the 
school and Bingham taken by a dad 
of one of the pupils. Most of our 
children did not immediately 
recognise what a video cassette was! 
We have managed to digitise this and 
you can watch the video of our school 
and Bingham in 1990 on the website. 

It has been intriguing and inspiring 
for our current pupils to look through 
the treasures that their predecessors 
buried and has led to many great 
discussions about change and social 
history. Each class is busy preparing 
their own ‘Time Capsule’ – we will 
have 8 containers, which we will pack 
together. The children have had some 
wonderful ideas about what to fill 
their container with. On Thursday 
afternoon this week we will be 
reburying the items from 25 years ago 

along with our one from the 
50th birthday. 

Hopefully, we will all be back 
in 2040 to repeat the ceremony 
– this time we will have two 
time capsules to look at. May 
3rd 2040 – put the date in the 

diary now! Enjoy plenty of photos 
and video from the day on the 
website.  
R. A. Gilbey 
Headteacher 
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INSET Days 
Please find a copy of next year’s holiday and INSET dates 
for 2015/16 accompanying this newsletter. These have 
been agreed with Mrs Greensmith at the Infant School.  

No Nuts Please 
Could I please remind parents to avoid sending any nuts 
or nut-based products as part of pupils’ packed lunches. 
We have several children in school with serious nut 
allergies and it is far safer for them if nuts or nut-based 
products are not around any of the tables in the dining 
room. Thank you for your support with this. 

Annual Reports 
Annual reports will come home this year for years 3, 4 
and 5 on Friday 19th June, with the opportunity to see 
your child’s work or meet with the teacher the following 
Wednesday 24th June. 
Year 6 reports will be sent home a little later in the term 
on Wednesday 8th July. These will be delayed so that we 
can include the SATs results that we have been told will 
be released to us on 7th July. 

Football & Other Sports News 
Don’t forget to check the school website regularly for 
football results and sporting news. Highlight of 
the football season has to be the girls team once 
again who have reached the semi-final of the 
Rushcliffe Cup. Good luck girls in your quest to 
get to the final – this game will be played after 
half term. 

Pupil Voice 
The School Council and the Equanauts met at 
lunchtime today to plan a whole school exhibition to 
showcase our work on the theme of Equality. Our 
Exhibition is going to be called ‘World in a Box’ and 
will take place at the end of our Equality Theme 
week.  
Every child will have a box (shoebox sized), which 
they will decorate during theme week within their 
class.  Each class has been allocated a continent and 
some from countries from Europe. Each child or pair 
of children will pick one of these countries and the 
task is to design and decorate the box so it looks like 
it has come from that country. For example an 
Australian box will have lots of sand, Kangaroos, 
Sydney Harbour Bridge etc.  
After decorating the boxes the children move around 
the classes to see everybody else’s work. To do this 
they will need to purchase a ‘Passport’ for £1. All the 
money raised will go to the Stephen Lawrence 
Charitable Trust supporting young people from 
disadvantaged backgrounds to transform their lives.  
We will be having an exhibition during the Bingham 
Town Fair to showcase all our work on Equality 
towards the Stephen Lawrence Education Standard. 
Three boxes from each class will be chosen to form 
part of this display. Children from year 6 will act as 
volunteers to talk to anyone interested in our project. 

Goodbye and Thank you… 
We will be saying goodbye to two members of staff at the 
end of this week and I want to thank them for all their 
work supporting the children at Robert Miles Junior 
School. 
Firstly, we will be very sorry to see Mrs Boxer retire after 
many years working at RMJS. Mrs Boxer joined our 
school in 1993 (which makes her our second longest 
serving member of staff!) and has carried out many 
different duties; for the past few years Mrs Boxer has 
worked on the front desk in the mornings and as our 
senior midday supervisor.  
We will all miss Mrs Boxer’s cheerful presence and I 
know the children will miss her gentle care and the 
kindly attention they get when they go to her with the 
myriad of scrapes, bumps and bruises that go with life on 
a primary school playground.  

Mrs Boxer is a member of staff who has always gone 
above and beyond in her support for the school and 
ultimately the children. I thank her for all her hard work 
over the years and we all wish her much happiness in 
what will hopefully be a long and fulfilling retirement. 

Secondly we would like to say goodbye and good luck to 
Mr Slater, our caretaker, who will be leaving us for new 
challenges (most involving jumping out of planes and 
riding a snowboard!). Mr Slater has been our caretaker 
since June 2009 and I know all will miss him. Mr Slater is 
another member of staff who has always gone above and 
beyond – helping out on school trips, helping with 
gardening club and working many weird hours of the 
night and weekends when called upon. Mr Slater not 
only kept the school clean and tidy – he also never said 
no to a new challenge. I would like to thank him also for 
all his work and wish him all the best for the future. 

New Staff 
There are several new members of staff starting after the 
half term break I would like to welcome Mr Dexter who 
will be our new caretaker. Mr Dexter is currently the 
caretaker of Orston Primary School and will be living 
here on site with his family. I am sure you will get used 
to Mr Dexter’s presence and I have no doubt he will fit in 
well with our team. 

We are increasing the number of midday supervisors as 
well as replacing Mrs Boxer. I would like to welcome 
Mrs Allan, Mrs Maberley and Miss Sykes to our team. 
Mrs Stewart will be taking on the role of senior midday 
supervisor. 

1960s Day 
We are looking forward to seeing all the outfits for our 
1960s dressing up day tomorrow! The children appear to 
have taken a great interest in the assemblies and 
discussions about life 50 years ago and this will be a fun 
chance to listen to some of the music, and see more of the 
fashions of the times. We plan to have a fashion parade 
in the hall during the morning – I will make sure to put 
some photos on the website! 


