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MILE POST 
Goodbye and Best 
Wishes to Mrs Ansell 
I would like to wish a long 
and happy retirement to Mrs 
Gill Ansell who finishes with 
us at the end of this term. 
Mrs Ansell is one of our 
teaching assistant team who 
has been supporting pupils 
at Robert Miles Junior for the 
last 12 years. Due to the 
nature of her work I am sure 
there are many parents who 
would not have met Mrs 
Ansell but every visitor to 
our school cannot fail to 
notice Mrs Ansell’s work. 
Her creativity and artistic 
flair can be seen in displays 
all over the school and her 
contributions towards the 
scenery and props for our 
Christmas plays are always a 
wonder to behold! 
If your child has ever had the 
fortune to work with Mrs 
Ansell I am sure they will 
speak of her endless patience, 
positivity and good humour; 
her dedication for getting the 
best out of children is second 
to none. 
So on behalf of all the 
children who Mrs Ansell has 
supported over the years – 
many thanks and enjoy a 
long retirement! 

Important Dates 
Wednesday 4th September: 
Children’s first day of term 
Monday 21st October – 
Friday 25th October: Half 
term holiday   
Thursday 14th and Friday 
15th  November: INSET Day, 
school closed 
Friday 20th  December: Last 
day of term 
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The classes next year will be 
organised as follows: 
Year 3: Miss Lanagan (3L), Mrs 
Broster (3B) 
Year 4: Mrs Chamberlain/Mrs 
Mosley ( 4CM), Miss Gaffney (4G) 
Year 5: Mr Edwards (5E), Mrs 
Melhuish (5M) 
Year 6: Mr Haslock (6H), Mrs 
Alcock/Mrs Ryan (6AR) 
Deputy Head Teacher: Mr Haslock 
Mr Haslock will be able to deal with 
all matters pertaining to the school in 
the absence of Mr Gilbey. 
Special Needs Coordinator: Mrs Breeze. 
Mrs Breeze will be working three 
days a week, without a full time class 
responsibility. 
Mr Randell will continue to teach PE 
to all children on Wednesdays and 
Fridays. Mr Parnell will continue to 
teach music to every class on Fridays. 

Sports Day 2013 

Sports day was as close fought and competitive as ever! See pages 3 – 6 for this 
year’s photo special.  

Class Organisation 2013/14 
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All children will be continuing with 
French lessons, taught by either Mrs 
Broster, Mrs Breeze or Mrs Melhuish. 
Classes in years 3, 4 and 5 will remain 
unchanged for next year and will 
move to the following teachers: 
Miss Lanagan’s class to 4CM (Mrs 
Chamberlain/Mrs Mosley) 
Mrs Broster’s class to 4G (Miss 
Gaffney) 
Miss Gaffney’s class to 5E (Mr 
Edwards) 
Mrs Chamberlain/Mrs Mosley’s class 
to 5M (Mrs Melhuish) 
Mr Edward’s class to 6AR (Mrs 
Alcock/Mrs Ryan) 
Mrs Melhuish’s class to 6H (Mr 
Haslock) 
All children will spend a session this 
Thursday morning with their new 
teacher in their classrooms for next 
year.  
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News and Information 
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Term Time Holidays 
The government has made changes 
to school attendance regulations 
which come into effect from 1 
September 2013. These changes 
remove the facility for head teachers 
to authorise holidays during term 
time and the “allowance” of up to 10 
days authorised leave. The 
government has made these changes 
because of the negative impact it has 
on learning and progress when 
children do not attend school. 
Consequently from September I will 
not be able to authorise any leave 
of absence taken during term time 
unless there are exceptional 
circumstances. If parents choose to 
take term time breaks they could be 
issued with a penalty notice which 
may lead to a fine between £60 and 
£120. I would therefore strongly 
encourage you to only take holidays 
during the school holiday times. 

For further information regarding 
this change please go to the DfE 
website – www.education.gov.uk 
and search for school attendance.	  

Guitar and Drum 
Concert 
I am looking forward to next 
Tuesday morning at 10.00am when 
some of the pupils who have been 
learning guitar and drum will be 
performing for parents. If your child 
is involved (they will know whether 
they are or not) they can bring their 
guitars into school as soon as they 
arrive. The children will be 
performing to the whole school as a 
warm up, and then again for parents 
at 10.00am. I hope you can make it! 

School Work 
Your child(ren) will be bringing 
their work home next week and we 
hope you enjoy looking through it if 
you did not get the chance at Open 
Evening. We do have to keep work 
from a representative sample of 
children from each class. If your 
child’s work does not come home it 
will be returned once they leave the 
school. 

2

Football Kit 
If your child has played football for 
the school this year could you please 
check to see if you have any kit at 
home? We are missing lots of kit 
and we need to have this in before 
the end of term please, particularly 
if your child is in Year 6. 

Lost Property 
With the sunny weather comes a 
growing pile of sweatshirts that are 
discarded on the playground and 
forgotten about. If the sweatshirts 
have names in they will eventually 
find their way back to their owners, 
sadly many do not. If your 
child(ren) has any items of clothing 
missing please ensure they have 
looked in lost property before 
Wednesday of the last week. After 
this date the lost property bin will 
be cleared. 

Reading Books 
Please could all children return 
school reading books back before 
this Friday. This will enable the 
librarians to sort out the library and 
prepare for next year. Thank you. 

Cash 
To help the office staff, please do not 
bring in any cash on the last day of 
term. We will have completed all 
cash banking by then. If you do 
need to pay for anything on the last 
day then cheques will be fine. 

Archeological 
Community Dig 
You may recall that last year our 
year 6 pupils were involved in a 
project in our school grounds with 
the Bingham Heritage Trail 
Association (BHTA). They dug four 
1m by 1m pits and in each one 
found fascinating artefacts. 

In one of the pits, the one near in the 
area at the front of the school near 
the pond, the archeologists 
discovered a stone floor and 
posthole for a building that existed 
on the site some time before 1715. 
This is the place where the rectory 
stood for 200 years before it was 
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demolished in the 1960s to make 
way for the school. Little is known 
about the history of the site before 
then.  

The BHTA wants to investigate 
further and will be digging a much 
bigger area during the first week of 
the summer holiday. 
This will be a community dig and 
members of the public are invited 
along to experience the dig and 
find out more about archeology. If 
you are interested just come along 
at any time during the week – 
children will be allowed to take 
part, but they will have to have a 
responsible adult with them at all 
times. 

Summer 
Reading 
Challenge  
Every year local 
libraries run a summer reading 
challenge and this year’s is entitled 
‘Creepy House’. Children are 
invited to join the library’s gang of 
explorers as they work their way 
through three thrilling floors of 
fun. Help discover the secrets of 
the creepy house by reading 
library books and keep track of the 
action on a special fold-out poster. 

Pick yours up – it’s free- by joining 
at Bingham library. The challenge 
runs from Saturday 13th July to 
Sunday 8th September. There are 
stickers to collect and all kinds of 
crazy characters to discover. Find 
out more at www.creepy-
house.org.uk. 

Thanks to… 
We always get lots of support from 
local businesses for various events 
over the year and I would 
particularly like to thank the 
following: 
The Handicentre for helping out 
with equipment for our Science 
and tec competition 

The Co-op, Picture Café, Costa and 
Greggs, for supplying us with food 
and drink for our year 6 French 
Breakfast. 
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Year 3 Obstacle Race winner 

Sports Day Special 2013 
We were lucky to have sports day on what seems to be the sunniest day of the year so far! Sports day was enjoyed by 
all and it was great to see so many children competing for the trophy. The afternoon started with a variety of team 
games, every point won counting towards the final prize. Following the team games came the individual finals and 
we were treated to some exciting races. A big well done in the end to Saturn, who won the trophy for 2013. They came 
second last year to four times winners Jupiter, but this year went one better!: 

Year 3/4 Boys 400m winner Year 3/4 Girls 400m winner Year 5/6 Boys 400m winner 

Year 5/6 Girls 400m winner 

 

Year 4 Obstacle Race winner 

Year 5 Obstacle Race winner Year 6 Obstacle Race winner 
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Year 3 Girls Relay Winners Year 3 Boys Relay Winners 

Year 4 Girls Relay Winners Year 4 Boys Relay Winners 

Year 5 Girls Relay Winners Year 5 Boys Relay Winners 

Year 6 Girls Relay Winners Year 6 Boys Relay Winners 
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Year 3 Boys Sprint winner Year 4 Girls Sprint winner 

Year 5 Girls Sprint winner Year 4 Boys Sprint winner 

Year 6 Girls Sprint winner 

Year 5 Boys Sprint winner 

Year 6 Boys Sprint winner 
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After the last race was run the points 
were totaled up to find this year’s 
winner. Jupiter were wondering 
whether or not they could win for an 
astonishing 5 years in a row – the 
other houses were wondering 
whether they could come close to 
ending Jupiter’s success. 
The points were added and everyone 
in Saturn gave a huge cheer as they 
won the trophy for 2013. The picture 
on the left shows the Sports Day 
Trophy being collected on behalf of 
everyone in Saturn, well done to them 
all! 
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French Breakfast 
Our annual French Breakfast for Year 6 took place last week. The hall was transformed into a French café and the 
children had to use their fluent French if they wanted to sample the croissants and pain au chocolat! 

Science Tec Competition 2013 
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Every year our Science and Technology Competition 
gives us an exciting afternoon’s entertainment, and this 
year was no exception. 

This year’s challenge was all about straight line speed. 19 
teams competed in the heats to see which vehicle could 
cover the 9m course in as quick a time as possible. As 
usual the children thought of many different ways of 
meeting the challenge and 12 teams made it through to 
this year’s final. The final was a knockout head to head 
race between pairs of models – and it showed that 
reliability as well as flat out speed would be a big 
factor in determining the winner. 

There were 3 or 4 consistently fast models – but not 
all were 100% reliable when it came to going down 
the course in a straight line. The winner was 
powered by heavy duty elastic bands (and lots of 
them!) The model covered the 9m course in 1.52 
seconds, which equates to 21.4km/h – that’s fast!  

In second place was Benjamin  vehicle which again 
was 100% reliable. Third place went to Diesel with 
her ‘Rocket’. 

The prize for the most ingenious entry went to 
Rory, Lauren and  Mackenzie. Their model was 
powered by a mousetrap! Unfortunately a 
catastrophic technical problem (a broken axle) 
meant they could not progress beyond the quarter 
finals. This prize was judged by two teachers from 
Toot Hill School who talked to all the children 
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about their models and how they operated. 

This years most artistic entry went to James 
West for his fan powered device.. 

I would like to thank all those who took 
part and all parents, carers and grandparents 
who helped make the wonderful contraptions on 
show. 

The winning entry 
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Sports News 
 

 

This has been a great year for sports at Robert Miles – I 
cannot remember a year when our teams have won so many 
trophies and medals. This has continued right up towards 
the end of term. 
The school netball team capped a great year with some 
medals at the Rushcliffe finals. Following their victory in the 
local heats, the team played at Rushcliffe School on 
Wednesday 5th June. Fantastic play all round saw the girls 
just miss out on goal difference for a spot in the gold/silver 
match. However, they competed hard in the 3rd/4th game 
and ran out winners. 
Our annual football matches against Carnarvon were played 
just after half term. The boys team could not hang on to the 
trophy this year. Despite some lovely passing football they 
faced a goalie at Carnarvon who was not letting anything 
past him. Their attack also proved too strong and Carnarvon 
ended winning 7 – 1. We did bring back one of the trophies 
however – the girls capped an unbelievable year with a 5 – 0 victory. Well done once again to the girls. I think all 
those parents who have watched this girls play this year will know that it is not often you get a group of players like 
this together, they really have been terrific. The majority of the team will be leaving us to go to Year 7 – I hope they 
continue their football at Toot Hill. 
The end of June also saw the annual multi sports festival at Toot Hill school. Our year 5 (with a few year 4s added to 
the teams) competed in a range of sports – indoor rowing, boccia, athletics, rounders and dance. The children had a 
great time and were fantastic ambassadors for the school. When the events had concluded they were delighted to find 
out that our two teams had finished 1st and 3rd! Well done to all who contributed. 
Finally, to bring us right up to date, the Wednesday after our Sports Day all our winners, along with year 2s from the 
Infants, travelled the short distance to Toot Hill athletics track to compete against other local primary schools in the 
Bingham and District Primary Schools Athletics Cup. The children took part in sprints, 600m, 800mm, 4x50m relays, 
long jump, shot putt and javelin. It was a great afternoon and the team performed magnificently. It was hard to tell 
who was in the lead as the event progressed – we did not win many of the individual sprints but had plenty of 2nd 
and 3rds. The children were also doing very well in the field events and when the relays started it was clear we had a 
very strong team. The results were read out and we were delighted to find that we won! The children enjoyed 

Robert Miles United! The winning athletics team celebrate with the cup 

The school netball team with their medals 


