
 

 

Robert Miles Junior School Newsletter September 2011 

MILE POST 
A New School Year 

Welcome back for the new term. 

Dear Parents/Carers 
Welcome back to school for the 
first term of this new school year 
and a warm welcome to all 
parents and children new to 
Robert Miles.  I hope that 
wherever you went and 
whatever you did over Summer 
you managed to catch what little 
sunshine we had! I am sure all 
your children are refreshed and 
ready for the new term. We are 
all looking forward to a new 
term and a new school year. 

Staffing 
I would like to welcome several 
members of staff to our team. We 
have three new teaching 
assistants: Mrs Blakemore, Miss 
Rabel and Mrs Wilson. They will 
be working across the school 
carrying out the multitude of 
jobs that teaching assistants do; 
bringing with them a wide 
variety of skill and experience 
that will enhance our provision. 
Welcome also to Miss Maddison 
who has been employed by the 
school for the year as part of the 
Graduate Teacher Programme. 
Miss Maddison will be working 
mainly in Class 4/5C. 
We welcome back Mrs Alcock 
and Mrs Mosely from maternity 
leave, they will return to their 
role teaching a Year 6 class. 
The classes will be organised as 
follows:  
Year 3 
Mrs Broster (Class 3B) 
Mrs Melhuish (Class 3M) 
Year 4/5 
Mrs Chamberlain (Class 4/5C) 

Mr Edwards (Class 4/5E) 
Miss Lanagan (Class 4/5L) 
Year 6 
Mrs Alcock/Mrs Mosely (6AM) 
Mr Haslock (Class 6H) 
Mr Haslock is the Deputy Head 
Teacher and if I am not available 
will be able to deal with all 
matters pertaining to the school. 
Mrs Breeze is our Special 
Educational Needs Co-ordinator 
and will be working three days a 
week, her classroom being next 
door to Mrs Chamberlain. 
Mr Norton will be teaching PE to 
all classes on Wednesdays and 
Fridays. Mr Parnell will be 
teaching music to all children on 
Fridays. Mrs Alcock, Mrs Breeze 
and Mrs Broster will also be 
teaching French across the 
school. 
As well as our new members of 
staff we have five existing 
teaching assistants: Mrs Ansell, 
Mrs J. Clark, Mrs M. Clark, Mrs 
Donovan and Mrs Mason.  
Mrs Wallace is our school office 
manager and Mrs Boxer also 
works in the office as a clerical 
assitant. Mrs Wallace is also our 
designated first aider. 
Mr Slater, our school caretaker, 
lives on the premises in the 
house just inside the entrance. 
Our Midday Supervisors, led by 
Mrs Boxer, are Mrs Mason, Mrs 
Spencer, Mrs Stewart and Mrs 
Turns. 
Our school cook is Mrs Hall and 
her two assistants are Mrs 
Hutchinson and Mrs Kennedy. 
We are very fortunate to have 

such an experienced and 
dedicated staff team and I know 
they will all continue to  do 
everything in their power to 
ensure your child(ren) receives 
the best possible education. 
I would also like to introduce 
myself, Mr Rob Gilbey, who has 
the honour of being our school’s 
Head Teacher. If you are a new 
parent who I have not met, I 
hope it will not 
be long before 
we do. 
Dates for this 
term’s 
information 
meetings and 
open evenings 
can be found inside this 
newsletter, alongside dates and 
times for other major events this 
term. Year 3 will have an early 
open evening to ensure the Year 
3 teachers have a chance to talk 
to as many parents/carers as 
soon as possible. I do hope those 
who could not make the 
information meetings in the 
Summer term will be able to 
come and meet Mrs Broster, Mrs 
Melhuish and myself.  
If you have any concerns at all, 
however, please do not wait 
until then to discuss them with 
your child’s teacher. Teachers 
will be happy to meet you to 
talk. 
I am sure we have a happy year 
ahead of us at Robert Miles once 
again. I look forward to working 
with you to support your 
children. 
R. A. Gilbey (Headteacher) 
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News, Information and Reminders 
Important Dates 

Saturday 17th Sep: Boys 
Rushcliffe six-a-side football 
tournament. Good luck to the 
team! 
Tuesday 20th Sep: Year 4/5 
Information meeting. 2.30pm 

Wednesday 21st Sep: First 
Honours Assembly 
Wednesday 21st Sep: Year 6 
Information meeting 2.30pm 
Thursday 22nd Sep: Open 
evening timetables up 
Thursday 22nd Sep: Bikeabilty 
Group 1 session 1 
Saturday 24th Sep: Girls 
Rushcliffe seven-a-side football 
tournament. Good luck to the 
team! 
Monday 26th Sep: Year 3 Open 
evening 
Wednesday 28th Sep: Year 6 
Dukes Barn Information Meeting 
6.30pm 
Friday 30th Sep: INSET DAY 
SCHOOL CLOSED 
Monday 3rd Oct: Parent 
Volunteer Meeting 2.30pm 
Friday 7th Oct: Macmillan Coffee 
morning: 9.00 – 10.30 

Monday 10th Oct: Open evening 
for Classes 4/5C, 4/5E, 6H 
Wednesday 12th Oct: Open 
evening for classes 4/5L, 6AM 
Weds 12th Oct – Fri 14th Oct: 
Book fair 3.30pm – 4.30pm 
Monday 17th Oct: Bikeabilty 
Group 2 session 1 
Tuesday 18th Oct – Friday 21st 
Oct: Year 6 residential visit to 
Dukes Barn 
Friday 21st Oct: Last day of half 
term 
Monday 31st Oct: First day of half 
term 
Friday 4th November: Individual 
photographs 
Friday 16th December: Last day 
of term 

A Message from 
Mrs Baker 

Mrs Baker has been in contact 
with me and wanted to pass on 
this message to all those 
parents/carers who knew her: 
“Thank you for all your good 
wishes, cards, flowers, plants and 
gifts on my retirement at the end of 
last term. I was overwhelmed with 
all your kindness and will treasure 
the memories of my years spent 
with your children for ever.  I loved 
being Head Teacher of Bingham 
Robert Miles Infants and wish you 
and your children the very best for 
the future.” 

Swimming 
Swimming begins next week 
for years 3 and 6. All classes 
will now swim on Thursdays. 
Classes 3B and 6H will swim 
from 9.15 – 10.00am and classes 
3M and 6AM will swim from 
2.15 – 3.00pm We aim to get the 
children into the water by 
9.15am, which means leaving 
school as soon as possible for 
the morning groups. If children 
who are swimming arrive at 
school for 8.50am it will give us 
as much time as possible in the 
water, thank you. 
We will require parent 
volunteers to accompany 
classes to the pool. Please note 
this is purely in an 
observational role, you are not 
required to act as instructors or 
lifeguards! If you can help with 
this, please contact the school 
office as soon as possible, thank 
you. 

Information Meetings 
We will be holding information 
and ‘Meet the Teacher’ 
meetings for Years 4, 5 and 6. 
These meetings will be held at 
2.30pm on Tuesday 20th 

September for Years 4,/5 and 
Wednesday 21st September for 
Year 6. These meetings will give 
you the chance to meet the 
teaching teams who will give 
you information about the term 
and year ahead - PE days, 
homework arrangements, 
curriculum topics and 
organisation etc. We hope you 
will be able to make these. 
Macmillan Coffee Morning 

We are once 
again 
supporting 
this national 
event to 
raise valuable funds for 
Macmillan Cancer Support, a 
charity which offers support  to 
people living with cancer.  We 
would like to invite you to our 
coffee morning which will be on 
Friday 7th October from 9 - 
10.30am Entry will be £1.50 
which includes coffee and 
refreshments.  All money raised 
will go towards this worthwhile 
charity. 

Honours Assemblies 
We hold regular Honours 
Assemblies on Wednesday 
mornings at 9.15 until 9.35. This 
is a time of the week where we 
celebrate all the great things 
that children achieve. If your 
child is selected to appear in an 
Honours Assembly, you will 
receive a letter home on a 
Friday inviting you to the 
assembly the next week. These 
are very enjoyable mornings 
and I look forward to sharing 
successes with you. 

School Dinner Price 
This is just a reminder that 
school meals are £2 a day. If 
you are sending a cheque, 
please make this payable to 
Notts County Council. 
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Parent Helpers 
We welcome parental help in 
many areas of school life. 
Indeed, some activities, such as 
swimming, cannot go ahead 
without parental help as 
observers. We also welcome 
help listening to children read, 
helping with craft activities and 
any other areas in which you 
feel you can offer. 
If you would like to volunteer, 
or would like further 
information about what this 
would entail, Mrs Breeze will be 
running an induction session on 
Monday 3rd October at 2.30pm. 
This session will explain what 
volunteering would entail and 
answer any questions you may 
have. We would welcome any 
parents/carers to attend - new 
or existing volunteers. 
Musical Instrument Tuition 
We have many children who 
take up the opportunity to learn 
to play a musical instrument in 
school and 
we are 
trying to 
extend the 
range each 
year. 
Currently 
we offer tuition in brass, 
woodwind, violin, cello, guitar 
(electric or acoustic) and drums, 
as well as our recorder club. 
Mr Parnell, who teaches music 
to all children on Fridays, will 
continue to run the orchestra, 
which currently practises on 
Friday lunchtimes. All children 
who play an instrument can join 
the orchestra, whether they 
have lessons in school or out. 
You will receive full 
information about how to 
access tuition, cost etc in a 
separate letter soon. 

Website 
We are in the process of 
updating our school website in 

order to make it more useful 
and informative to parents and 
carers. You will already be able 
to download the newsletter and 
Weekly Post and soon 
you will be able to 
access other useful 
information, forms 
etc. 
You will find the 
school calendar is 
already live on the site. It 
is a Google calendar which you 
can subscribe should you wish 
to link it to your own computer 
or mobile device. The calendar 
address is: 
office@robertmiles.notts.sch.uk 
There will also be the 
opportunity to see more photos 
of special events in school. In 
line with our Use of Children’s 
Photographs Policy no names 
will appear next to any photos 
of the children. 

Attendance 
We have to closely monitor the 

levels of authorised and 
unauthorised absences and I 
would ask for your continued 
support in contacting the 
school either by telephone, or 
sending a note in advance, if 
you know your child is going 

to be absent. If we have not 
received notification of absence 
we will contact parents from 
10.00am to ascertain the reasons 
why a child is not at school. 
This also acts as security for 
parents of the older children 
who allow children to walk 
unaccompanied. The school 
office is staffed from 8.30am 
onwards. You can ring before 
and leave a message if there is 
no-one available. 
Please ensure that your child 
does not arrive in the 
playground until 8.50am at the 
earliest. There is no supervision 
before that time and therefore 
no one to ensure their safety. 
Either Mr Haslock or myself 

will be on the playground from 
8.50am. You are free to leave 
your child(ren) at that time, or 
wait until the bell rings. 

Footwear 
School shoes should be worn 

to school NO trainers 
please. It is also school 

policy that all children 
should have a change of 
shoes to wear in school 

during the day in order to keep 
our school looking smart and 
welcoming. Please note that 
children should not wear furry 
animal type slippers. 

Jewellery 
For safety and practical reasons, 
jewellery is not allowed in 
school. The exceptions to this 
rule are watches and plain 
studs for children who have 
pierced ears.  Watches and ear 
studs have to be removed 
during all PE activities, this 
includes swimming. Your child 
needs to be able to remove their 
own ear studs, and if they 
cannot they will not be allowed 
to take part in PE sessions or 
swim. 

Medicines 
Children who require an inhaler 
should always keep one in 
school in case of emergencies. If 
necessary we will store and 
administer other medicines in 
school once you have 
completed a brief instruction 
and permission form available 
from the school office.  

Lost Property 
A lost property bin is sited in 
Mrs Breeze’s room and children 
have full access to it. Every 
effort is made to find the 
owners of lost property. Please 
could you ensure that all items 
of clothing are marked with 
your child’s name. If it is 
named, it usually finds its 
rightful owner. 
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 Healthy Tuckshop 
Our healthy tuck shop is once again up and running at a cost 
of 30p per item of fruit.  The success of the tuck shop 
depends on the quality, variety and attractiveness of the fruit 
on offer and we are extremely lucky to have parent 
volunteers who chop and wash all the fruit each day.  We 
would like to continue this success and ensure we offer the 
children an excellent variety and quality of fruit 
and so are once again asking for 
volunteers to help with the fruit 
preparation each morning.  This can 
take between 20-30 minutes, from 
9.00am.  If you are able to help for a 
morning, please see the enclosed letter 
and return the slip to the office. 

For those parents new to the school, we operate a healthy 
snacks policy which means that the only snacks allowed at 
break times are fruit or vegetables - either from home or 
from the Healthy Tuckshop. 

School Council News 
By the time you receive the next 
newsletter our School Council 
for this year will be in place and 
will report on their ambitions, 
plans and projects for the year 
ahead. If any child is interested 
in joining the School Council 
listen carefully for full details in 
assembly time next week. 

Year 6 pupils who were on the 
Council last year will be 
interviewing prospective 
candidates to choose our new 
members. 

New clubs are always announced in assemblies and individual letters giving full details will go home with any 
child who expresses an interest. Please note start dates. 

This Term’s Clubs 

Club Open to Day/Time Starts 

Film Club All Monday 3.30 – 5.00 (50p per session) 19/9/11 

Computer Club Yr 3 Monday 12.30 – 1.00 19/9/11 

Hi 5 Netball Yr 5 & 6 Tuesday 3.30 – 4.30 20/9/11 

Cross Country Yr 4, 5 & 6 Wednesday 12.00 – 12.30 21/9/11 

Computer Club Yr 4 & 5 Wednesday 12.30 – 1.00 21/9/11 

Art Club Yr 4 Wednesday 12 – 12.30 21/9/11 

Tennis Club All Wednesday 3.30 – 4.10 21/9/11 

Gardening Club All Wednesday 3.30 – 4.30 21/9/11 

DNF Coaching Football All Wednesday 3.30 – 5.00 (£3 per session) 14/9/11 

Football squad training Yrs 5 & 6 Wednesday 12.30 – 1.00 14/9/11 

Recorders Yr 3 Thursday 12.30 – 1.00 22/9/11 

Hi 5 Netball Yrs 3 & 4 Thursday 3.30 – 4.15 22/9/11 

Story Club Yr 3 Thursday 3.30 – 4.30 22/9/11 

Archery Club Yrs 5 & 6 Thursday 3.30 – 5.00 (£3 per session) 22/9/11 

Orchestra All Friday 2.45 – 3.30 14/9/11 

Street Dance Yrs 5 & 6 Friday 3.30 – 5.00 (£3.00 per session) TBA 

Knitting All TBA After half term 

 


