
Information for Parents / Carers of Year 5 
 
Autumn Term 2016  Class Teacher(s): Miss Gaffney/Mrs Melhuish Class: 5G/5M 
 
The information below is designed to help you and your child get the most out of this Autumn 
Term. 
 
This Term’s Information 
 

Area Information 
Cross-Curricular 
Topic: 
Harry Potter 

Our topic this term is Harry Potter. This will encompass work in various 
subjects including English, Geography and Art. 
 

English 
 

The children will be working on improving their writing in all areas by 
looking at sentence structure, punctuation and composition. We will be 
focusing on biography, descriptive and suspense writing, all of which will be 
linked to Harry Potter. Spelling and grammar will be taught in short 
sessions. Each week a list of will be given out for the children to learn. 
Children will continue to practice their handwriting skills.  
We are fortunate to have Mrs Tang, an experienced English teacher, who 
will be supporting some children with their work. 
 

Reading The children will work on their reading in various ways. We ask that they 
bring their reading book to school every day so they can have access to it 
when needed. 
Within their class the children will be sharing a text and participating in 
reading based activities to help develop comprehension. 
In Year 5 it is important that children continue to read at home on a regular 
basis in order to develop reading stamina and to have experience of as 
many different genres and authors as possible. As well as reading to an 
adult it is important that they discuss the text to ensure understanding. 
 

Maths 
 

In Year 5 the children will be set for Maths and will be taught by either Miss 
Gaffney or Mrs Melhuish. Both groups will cover the Year 5 curriculum but 
at a pace that is appropriate for their ability. We are currently carrying out 
detailed assessments and discussions with previous teachers, before 
grouping the children ready for their lessons. 
 
Children need to consolidate knowledge of times tables and be confident in 
recalling facts comfortably up to 12x12.  They will continue to develop their 
written operations for multiplication, division, addition and subtraction. They 
will also have opportunities to use and apply their knowledge of number in 
a range of contexts. 
 

Science Our Science this term will be Forces. 
This topic will be learnt through investigation and practical experience. 
Some homework will be linked to our science work. 
 



Area Information 
ICT This term we will concentrate on using the internet for research purposes 

and for developing their word processing skills. Furthermore the children 
will use the computer to model and simulate scientific investigations.  
 

P.E. PE will be taught by two teachers this half term, Mr Maynard-Mason and Mr 
James. The lessons will take place: 
5G: Tuesday and Friday 
5M: Wednesday and Friday. 
Please ensure that any child wearing stud earrings can remove them 
themselves or alternatively not wear them on PE days. Long hair must be 
tied back and all children should have the appropriate kit for indoor and 
outdoor lessons.  
 

Music Mr Parnell will teach music for 30 minutes every Friday morning.  

French Mrs Alcock will  teach each class French later in the year.  

PSHE/RE In PSHE this term we will be looking to develop the skills of teamwork and 
collaboration. There will be plenty of opportunities for the children to work 
with others from the year group. In RE we will be looking at bible stories 
and the hidden messages within them. 
 

Homework In addition to reading the children will be set homework most weeks. This 
may be topic related, science based or a piece of Maths work which follows 
on from work in class, often using MyMaths. 
Your child will bring a spelling list home to learn for the weekly test each 
Friday. These will be taken from the National Curriculum Word List which 
can be found in the middle of your child’s Reading Record. Your child will 
also need to practice times tables for the weekly test each Friday. 

Trips and special 
days 

The trip this term is to Harry Potter World and a separate letter has already 
gone home outlining details. 

 
  



Advance Planning 
 
The plan below briefly indicates the main topics for the whole year to give you an overview of what 
your child will be learning. 
 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 
English Biography 

Descriptive  
Suspense 
 

Reports 
Explanations 
Persuasion 

Character Study 
Poetry 
Action Writing 

Maths All areas of the maths 
curriculum are 
covered each term: 
number, shape and 
space, measures, 
data handling and 
problem solving. 

As Term 1 
 

As Term 1 
 
 

Science 
 

Forces 
 

The Earth in Space 
Living things and their 
habitats 
 

Materials 
 

ICT Word processing 
Programming 
Research 
 

Presentation skills Spreadsheets 

Topic Harry Potter 
 
 
 

The Earth in Space 
 
Ancient Egyptians 
 

The Tudors 

Trips and 
Special 
Events 

Harry Potter World 
(£25) 

Ilam (3 day/2 night 
residential. (more 
details to follow in a 
separate letter later 
this half term) 
 

Tudor Day at 
Wollaton Hall  
(£13-£15) 

 
 
 
I hope your child will have an enjoyable and happy time in Year 5. 
 
 
Miss Gaffney and Mrs Melhuish 
 


