
Information for Parents / Carers of Year 6 
 
Spring Term 2018 Teacher(s): Mrs Alcock, Mrs Ryan, Mr Haslock, Mrs Tang  
Class: 6AR 
 
The children have settled back into school well and we are all set to work hard as we prepare them 
for their end of Key Stage 2 assessments (SATs) in May.  The information below is designed to 
help you and your child get the most out of the forthcoming term. If there is anything you are 
unsure about or want extra help/support in any area, please do not hesitate to come into school 
and have a chat.  
 
This Term’s Information 
 

Area Information 
Cross-Curricular 
Topic 
(Including English, 
Science Geography, 
Art) 

Our cross-curricular topic this term will be ‘Creatures and Their Kingdoms’.  
This will cover the Science topic of Life Processes and Living Organisms 
where we will study a variety of animals and their habitats.  In English, we 
will extend this topic to look at a mythical creature.  The children will study 
the ‘Jabberwocky’ poem by Lewis Carroll which will stimulate a variety of 
interesting writing and reading comprehension tasks.  This topic will also 
involve an exciting homework-based animal project – full details to follow!  

Writing In their target groups the children will be reading and writing a wide range 
of fiction and non-fiction texts, to give them plenty of experience of writing 
for different purposes and audiences.  In particular, we will be focusing on 
suspense writing, story writing and reports. We will be using a range of 
stimuli to inspire their writing beginning with a short film called ‘Alma’.  As 
the teaching and learning of spelling rules, grammar and punctuation 
continues, we hope to see the children incorporating this more confidently 
into their own writing.   
The children will be working on extending their sentences and paragraphs 
using ‘fab vocab’, a variety of sentence structures and a range of 
punctuation, including commas, semi-colons, colons, brackets and dashes.  
They will continue to be encouraged to read through, edit and reflect on 
their written work in line with targets provided.     
It is also essential that all children can accurately use capital letters, full 
stops and write in a neatly joined, fluent handwriting style.  This is crucial 
for them to develop into mature writers and needs to be constantly 
encouraged both at home and at school.  



Area Information 
Spelling, punctuation 
and grammar  
 
(SPaG) 

In addition to English lessons, there will be extra Spelling, Punctuation and 
Grammar (SPaG) lessons.  This is where children investigate the rules of 
spelling, linked to the patterns in their weekly test, and the correct use of 
grammar and punctuation through a variety of activities.    
Weekly spellings will continue to be given on a Thursday to learn at home 
ready for the test the following Thursday.   
This term we are focusing on prefixes which are added to the start of words 
(eg. misunderstand) and suffixes which are added to ends of words (eg. 
enjoyable).  It is expected that children learn their spellings three times a 
week at home before the test and a spelling practice book is provided in 
school which can be used for practice during registration times.  
 

Reading The children will work in pairs, groups and individually to study a wide 
range of texts.  The emphasis is on reading for meaning and children will 
have the opportunity to respond to and comment on what they are reading, 
through discussion and written work. 
To help prepare all children for their end of KS2 SATs we will be analyzing 
texts in detail.  This will sometimes be done individually and sometimes in 
pairs and small groups.  We will always go through the answers, in detail, 
afterwards to help teach the skills of reading for meaning, deduction and 
inference as well as the reading of the questions very carefully.    
In Year 6 it is very important that all children continue to read at home on a 
daily basis in order to develop reading stamina, and to have experience of 
as many different genres as possible (e.g. newspapers, magazines, non-
fiction, poetry). We would like them to read on a daily basis, for at least 10-
20 mins, and very much appreciate your support with this.   

This is the most important homework your child can do! 
A yellow reading folder is kept in their tray which they complete at the start 
and end of every book they read – whether it is from home or school.  
These are checked regularly to ensure children are enjoying a wide range 
of books.   

Thank you very much for supporting your child’s learning through doing 
homework with them and checking it through afterwards.  This really helps 
to increase confidence and supports learning back at school. In a few 
weeks, an Animal Project will begin and homework will involve completing 
a section of the report each week.  This will be explained fully nearer the 
time and help sheets are provided for children to work through at home.    



Area Information 
Maths 
 

Year 6 children in both Six 1 and Six A will be working hard towards the 
end of KS2 assessments (SATs).  
Six 1/ Six A Amongst other topics the children in group Six1 will be 
revisiting addition, subtraction and multiplication problems. They will focus 
particularly on division and look at scales, such as those found on 
thermometers, measuring cylinders, tape measures and weighing scales.  
In addition Six1 children will be looking at digital and analogue time, 
including the 24 hour clock, begin to look at negative number and 
understand the difference between multiples and factors. Grasping 
decimals and fractions will also feature heavily this term. Roman numerals, 
coordinates, multiplying and dividing fractions, graphs and long 
multiplication will also be taught.   
Six A  In addition to the above, children in Six A  will cover percentages, 
algebra, ratio, pie charts, averages, line graphs, and will be revisiting long 
division. 
 
The topics shown above are just a fraction of what will be covered. It will be 
very busy term! 
Maths Homework All children will be given three pieces of online 
homework every week on the MyMaths website. After half term they will 
also have revision homework most nights either in their revision books and 
or BBC Bitesize KS2 website.    

Science This term we will start a topic covering Life Processes and Living 
Organisms. We will be studying the seven life processes and looking in 
detail at how a variety of animals are classified and survive in their 
environments.  This will involve studying their appearance, diet, habitat and 
lifecycle. This will help and support the homework project.   

ICT Last term the children worked really hard as journalists writing the front 
page of a World War Two newspaper and the finished results are fantastic 
– well done!.   
This term the children will use search engines to research their chosen 
animal for their project.  We will discuss how to narrow down searches with 
key words and how to read and select relevant information. 
 Class 6AR will also play and analyse in Scratch.  They are then going to 
design, create and refine their own game, using computer programming 
and coding skills.   
We will also cover Internet Safety and discuss important ways children can 
keep themselves safe on the internet.  This is supported by our whole 
school internet safety week and a workshop for Year 6 called ‘Safe and 
Sound’.    

P.E. 
 
 
 
 

Class 6H’s PE days will be Mondays and Thursdays (swimming), Class 
6AR Wednesdays and Thursdays.  Hopefully, after half term children will be 
outside playing team games including handball and basketball, for which 
they will need an outdoor PE kit (jogging bottoms, long sleeve top and 
trainers).   
Mr Maylard-Mason will be taking the classes swimming on Thursday 
afternoons as usual.  The last swimming session is Thursday 8th 
February (the last Thursday before half term).   

Music Mr Parnell will continue to teach music for 60 minutes every other Friday 
afternoon.  The children will learn about music from around the world, 
performing as a group and music technology in the ICT suite.  



Area Information 
French Mrs. Alcock will continue to teach each class French for 60 minutes every 

other week.  Through listening, speaking, reading and writing activities 
children will gain an understanding of the French language and begin to 
apply language learning skills.  

Homework In addition to reading and learning tables each night the children will have 
regular homework as set out below: 
Spelling: Lists are given to learn on a Thursday for a test on the following 
Thursday. 
Homework Project: 
In a few weeks your child will come home with details of their homework 
project based on an animal of their choice.   
Revision Books: 
School has ordered a comprehensive set of revision books which will be 
available for purchase later in the term.  Activities from these books will 
then be set as homework to support your child’s revision.  Further details 
about revision books and SATs in general will be given at a meeting in 
school on Thursday 8th February at 2.30pm and 6.30pm. 
Please let us know if your child finds the homework particularly challenging 
as all work set will be related to what we are covering in class so should be 
revision or consolidation for your child. 

Extra Information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dates for your 
diary 

Please ensure that your child has a pair of well-fitting indoor shoes in school 
at all times to ensure that their feet are protected. 
Helping in school 
We welcome any offer of help in school, and there are many different ways 
in which you can help. Look out in the Milepost for any particular requests for 
help. Please see us if you wish to help out in a general way with the class, 
e.g. listening to readers etc. Your help is greatly appreciated! Please don’t 
feel that this has to be a regular, weekly commitment as any time would be 
very valuable.  
  
SATs meeting for parents:  Thursday 8th February at 2.30pm and 6.30pm 
Parents Evening: Monday 12th March (6H) Wednesday 14th March (6AR) 
SATs Week: Week commencing Monday 14th May  
 

 
 
We value all your support and encouragement at this important stage of your child’s education.   
 
Please remember if you have any worries or concerns send a note in or contact the office to make 
an appointment to see us and we will get back to you as soon as possible. 
 
Many thanks for your support. 
 
Mrs. Alcock, Mrs. Ryan, Mr. Haslock & Mrs Tang 
 


