
 

 

Information for Parents / Carers of Year 4 
 
Autumn Term 2018 Class Teacher: Mr L Edwards    Class: 4E 
 
We hope everyone had an enjoyable summer and managed some restful days, ready 
for the start of term! The Year 4 team warmly welcomes you and your child to this 
new year. The information below is designed to help you get the most out of the 
forthcoming academic year. If there is anything you are unsure about or want extra 
help with, please do not hesitate to come into school and have a chat.  
 
This Term’s Information 
 

Area Information 
Cross-Curricular 
Topic 
(Including History 
Geography, Art, 
DT) 

This term begins with a topic based on our class book, The Iron 
Man by Ted Hughes. It is linked to our science work on electricity 
and includes some research on ‘Incredible Inventions’. We will be 
reading a variety of stories including Stig of the Dump. We 
conclude the Autumn term with a Christmas focus.  
 

Literacy 
 

This term we will be focussing on the components of descriptive 
writing, explanations, persuasive writing and poetry. Literacy 
sessions will also provide opportunities for the children to develop 
their reading, comprehension, spelling, speaking and listening 
skills. 
The children will be working on improving their writing skills by 
looking at sentence structure, punctuation and composition. We 
will be using a range of texts to inspire their writing. Handwriting 
sessions will focus on the correct formation and joins of letters. 
Spelling will be taught using the Support for Spelling scheme and 
the children will have the opportunity to explore a number of 
strategies and patterns to aid their spellings. Weekly spelling lists 
will also be given to learn at home which are linked to our 
phoneme chart or the National Curriculum key word list. 
 

Reading It is essential that you continue to listen to your child read 
regularly at home. This is key to developing their reading and 
comprehension skills. 

The children will read regularly with their class teacher and will 
be encouraged to discuss and explore a range of fiction and non-
fiction books. Children will also be given opportunities to read 
one-to-one with an adult. 

Maths 
 

Numeracy teaching will continue at an appropriate level of 
challenge for your child. In the first term, children will concentrate 
on improving their skills with number. The children will also be 
developing their understanding of 2D shape, measures and 
money. 
 
Please continue to encourage your child to practise their 
multiplication tables regularly. 
 



 

 

Area Information 
Science Our topics in science this term are Electricity and Materials. 

Children will have the opportunity to conduct experiments using a 
range of electrical components and will make their own electrical 
games. 
 

ICT Children will get the chance to work in the ICT suite at least once 
a week. They will be developing their programming, researching, 
formatting and design skills through a variety of programs.  
 

P.E. Our class P.E. days this term will be Thursday and Friday. On 
Fridays, Mr Maylard-Mason will be developing the children’s ball 
handling skills, which will progress into small team games.  
Children will swim on Thurdays. 
 
Please ensure that any child wearing stud earrings can remove 
them themselves or alternatively not wear them on PE days. Long 
hair must be tied back and all children should have the 
appropriate kit for indoor and outdoor lessons. 
 
 
 

Music Mr Parnell will be teaching music to year 4 on Fridays. The children 
will develop their ability to sing, listen and compose. 

French Mrs Broster will teach French lessons on Fridays. 

R.E. Our R.E. topic this term will be  We will also revisit the Christmas 
story. 
 

Homework The most important and effective homework you can engage in 
with your child is reading. Ten or twenty minutes reading a night 
is not a huge amount of time, but the benefits will be long lasting 
and have an impact on every area of the curriculum.  
In addition the children will have regular homework as set out 
below. 
Spellings: These will be given out on a Friday and tested the 
following Friday. Please encourage your child to practise their 
spellings and write a sentence in their red homework books to 
demonstrate their understanding of each spelling. 
Times tables: There will a weekly times tables test on a Friday. 
Weekly Homework:  Often a ‘My Maths’ task will be set on 
Fridays to be completed by the following Friday. Sometimes an 
alternative homework task will be set, linking with topics in 
school. 
  

 
  



 

 

Advance Planning 
 
The plan below briefly indicates the main topics for the whole year to help you plan 
any visits you may wish to make to support your child’s learning. 
 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 
Literacy Descriptive writing 

Explanations 
Poetry 
Persuasive writing 
 

Story writing 
Report writing 
 
 

Historical settings 
Story writing 
Issues and 
dilemmas 
Diary writing 
 
 

Maths All areas of the maths 
curriculum are 
covered each term: 
number, shape and 
space, measures, data 
handling and problem 
solving. 

As Term 1 
 

As Term 1 
 
 

Science 
 

States of matter 
Electricity 
 

Living things 
and their 
habitats 
Sound 

Animals including 
humans 
Water cycle 

ICT Word processing 
PowerPoint 
Data Handling 
Computer programing  

Control and 
monitoring 
Simulations 
Internet 
research 
 

Presentation of 
ideas using a 
variety of 
programs 
 

Topic Different and Equal 
The Iron Man  
Incredible Inventions 
Stig of the Dump 
Christmas 
 

The Rainforest 
Anglo Saxons 
Vikings  
Easter 

Dragons 
Diary writing 
Dilemmas 
Bingham 
 

Trips and 
Special 
Events 

 Viking Day 
Twycross Zoo 

Conkers 

 
 
 
We hope your child will have an enjoyable and happy time in Year 4. 
 
If you have any worries or concerns, please pop in and see me or leave a message 
with the office. 
 
Many thanks  
 
Mr Edwards 


