
Information for Parents / Carers of Year 5 
 
Autumn Term 2018 Class Teacher(s): Mrs Alcock/Mrs Ryan/Miss Lanagan Class: 5AR/5L 
 
It has been lovely to see the children so settled in Year 5 and they are already working very hard. 
They have certainly created an excellent first impression. The information below is designed to 
help you and your child get the most out of this Autumn Term. 
 
This Term’s Information 
 

Area Information 
Cross-Curricular 
Topic: 
Harry Potter 

Our main topic this term is Harry Potter. This will encompass work in 
various subjects including English, geography, art, ICT and design and 
technology. 
 

English 
 

The children will be working on improving their writing in all areas by 
looking at sentence structure, punctuation and composition. We will be 
investigating biographies, settings, characters and suspense writing, all of 
which will be linked to Harry Potter. Spelling and grammar will be taught 
explicitly and then implemented into their writing. Each week a list of 
spellings will be given out for the children to learn. Children will continue to 
practise their handwriting skills.  
We are fortunate to have Mrs Tang, an experienced English teacher, who 
will be supporting some children with their work. 

Reading The children will work on their reading in various ways. We ask that they 
bring their reading book and reading record to school every day so they 
can have access to it when needed. It is fine for this to be an appropriate 
book of their choice from home. 
Within their class, the children will be sharing Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone and participating in reading based activities to help 
develop comprehension skills. 
In Year 5, it is important that children continue to read at home on a regular 
basis in order to develop reading stamina and to have experience of as 
many different genres and authors as possible. As well as reading to an 
adult it is important that they discuss the text to ensure understanding, 
especially with the meaning of words. Please don’t think that your child is 
too old for a bedtime story now; there are still many benefits of this. 



Area Information 
Maths 
 

For the first half term, we will be focusing heavily on place value of 
numbers to at least one million. We will look at reading, writing, comparing, 
ordering and rounding these numbers. After half term, we will work on 
formal methods for adding and subtracting larger numbers, as well as 
learning about factors, multiples and prime numbers. 
 
Children need to consolidate their knowledge of times tables and be 
confident in recalling all facts confidently up to 12x12, including division. All 
children have a login for Times Tables Rock Stars. Please encourage them 
to use this as often as possible at home. Children who have been using 
this regularly throughout the school have made great progress.  

Science Our science topics this term will be life cycles and materials. 
Where possible, the topics will be learnt through investigation and practical 
experience. Some homework will be linked to our science work. 
 

ICT This term we will focus on developing skills using Microsoft Publisher and 
PowerPoint. We will look at presenting information for different audiences 
and using hyperlinks to create an interactive quiz. 
 

Art/DT In art lessons, we will develop observation skills in sketching, including the 
use of view finders. The children will also be using various materials and 
techniques such as oil pastels, clay, paint and collage. 
For DT, we will be taking on a bridge building challenge. 

P.E. PE will be taught by Mr Maylard-Mason. The lessons will take place: 
5L: Tuesdays 
5AR: Fridays. 
This term, lessons will focus on (                         ). 
Please ensure that any child wearing stud earrings can remove them 
themselves or alternatively not wear them on PE days. Long hair must be 
tied back and all children should have the appropriate kit for indoor and 
outdoor lessons.  

Music Mr Parnell will teach music for 30 minutes every Friday morning.  

French Mrs Alcock will start teaching French to both classes after half term. 

PSHE/RE In PSHE this term we will be focusing on Internet safety as well as 
developing teamwork and collaboration skills.  
 

Homework In addition to reading the children will be set homework most weeks. This 
may be topic related, science based or a piece of Maths work which follows 
on from work in class, often using MyMaths. They will bring this home with 
them on a Friday in a homework book, to be handed in by the following 
Thursday at the latest.. If there is ever an issue with completing this please 
encourage your child to talk to their teacher. 
Your child will bring a spelling list home in the homework book to learn for 
the weekly test each Friday. 



Area Information 
They will also need to practise times tables for the weekly test each 
Thursday. 

Trips and special 
days 

The trip this term is to Warner Bros. Studio: Harry Potter World on Tuesday 
27th November. A separate letter will come home shortly. 

 
I hope your child will have an enjoyable and happy time in Year 5. If you have any questions or 
concerns please do not hesitate to contact us, either by phone, letter or in person. 
 
 
Mrs Alcock, Miss Lanagan and Mrs Ryan 
 


