
Information for Parents / Carers of Year 6 
 

Autumn Term 2018   Class Teacher(s): Mrs Melhuish/Mr Haslock   
     Class: 6M/6H 

 
Welcome to Year 6. We hope everyone had an enjoyable and restful holiday and are now raring to 
go! The information below is designed to help you and your child get the most out of the 
forthcoming academic year. If there is anything you are unsure about or want extra help/support in 
any area, please do not hesitate to come into school and have a chat.  
 
This Term’s Information 
 

Area Information 
Cross-Curricular 
Topic 
(Including History 
Geography, Art, DT) 

For our main topic we will be studying World War Two. This will involve a 
variety of English work looking at how the war started, what life was like at 
home, evacuation, the Blitz and rationing.  This will include a rich variety of 
texts, comprehension skills, creative writing and historical skills when 
looking at evidence. We will also cover skills in art, PSHE and ICT linked to 
the topic.   

English 
 

The children will be working on improving their writing in all areas by 
looking at sentence structure, punctuation and composition. They will study 
a range of texts, often linked to our topic to help engage and inspire them, 
which will form the basis for their own writing. Spelling will be taught weekly 
and spellings to learn at home will arise from this. It is expected that all 
children write using a neat, joined handwriting style. There will be a weekly 
punctuation and grammar lesson and these skills will be consolidated in 
subsequent English lessons.    

Reading We cannot stress enough how important it is for your child to read at home 
on a daily basis in order to develop reading stamina, and to have 
experience of as many different genres and authors as possible. We 
expect them to read each day for at least 10-20 mins. If this is done 
independently then it is vital that an adult discusses the child’s reading with 
them in order to check their understanding of the text. Your child will have 
brought home a new purple reading record which we would like completed 
daily. We very much appreciate your support with this. Reading is the most 
important homework your child can do! 

Maths 
 

Year 6 children will be working hard towards the end of KS2 assessments 
(SATs). Therefore we will revisit every area of the maths curriculum over 
the year and be introduced to many more. Without exception they should 
know all of their times tables up to 12x12 by Christmas (lots of practice 
needed!) and should be secure in their written operations for + - x and 
division. Each week pupils will be set at least one piece of maths 
homework assessed by the MyMaths website/app. Tests this year will 
also include multiplying and dividing fractions, Roman Numerals, volume of 
a cube, mean (average) and simple algebra.  A new arithmetic test paper 
also tests being able to add subtract multiply and divide fractions.   

Science Our topics this term will be Changing Materials 
We will be carrying out practical experiments on evaporation, dissolving, 
freezing, burning, melting and studying the water cycle. Also covered will 
be reversible and irreversible changes, thermal conductors and insulators, 



Area Information 
separating solids, liquids and gases. 

ICT This term we will be using Scratch to develop children’s coding and 
programming skills where they will create their own game in pairs.  We will 
also use editing, formatting and publishing skills when studying World War 
Two.    

P.E. Our class P.E. days this term will be Tuesday (6M) and Wednesday (6H). 
Your child will need outdoor PE kit for Tuesday/Wednesday and swimming 
kit for Thursdays. Thank you to the parents who have offered come 
swimming with us each week. We could not do it without you. 

Music Mr Parnell will teach music for 30 minutes every Friday afternoon. This 
term the main topics will be polyrhythmic composition and protest songs. 

French Mrs. Alcock will teach each class French for 30 minutes every week.  
Through listening, speaking, reading and writing activities children will gain 
an understanding of the French language and begin to apply language 
learning skills.  

 PSHE We are beginning the year looking at skills that are needed in order to 
become a good learner, setting personal targets and identifying strategies 
for achieving our goals.  

Homework In addition to reading and learning tables each night the children will have 
regular homework as set out below: 
Spelling: Lists given to learn on Thursday for a test on the following 
Thursday. 
Other homework: Most weeks your child will have a homework activity 
linked to their group work. In Maths, this will be now accessed by the 
computer on the MY-MATHS website. (Look out for your child’s letter with 
their unique login and password details.)  In English this will be a sheet or 
activity in a homework book sent on Friday for the following Friday.  
Homework will be set in 6.1 and 6.A groups.  After Christmas, Year 6 will 
have a large topic-based homework project to complete over a set number 
of weeks. Full guidance about this will be given in due course. 
Please let us know if your child finds the homework particularly challenging 
as all work set will be related to what we are covering in class so should be 
revision or consolidation for your child. 

Trips and special 
days 

Residential visit to Dukes Barn in October – Date Monday 15th October 
(Group 1) and Wednesday 17th October (Group 2).  
World War Two Visit to Eden Camp– Tuesday 18th December  

Extra Information Helping in school 
We welcome any offer of help in school, and there are many different ways 
in which you can help. Look out in the Milepost for any particular requests for 
help, such as the Christmas Fair or making Christmas play costumes. 
Please see us if you wish to help out in a general way with the class, e.g. 
listening to readers etc. Your help is greatly appreciated! Please don’t feel 
that this has to be a regular, weekly commitment as any time would be very 
valuable.   

We hope your child will have an enjoyable and happy time in Year 6. 
 
Please remember if you have any worries or concerns send a note in or contact the office to make 
an appointment to see us and we will get back to you as soon as possible. 



 
Many thanks for your support. 
 
Mrs. Melhuish and Mr. Haslock 


